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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

The year 1948 was the year of the establishment of the usurping and fake
PP: 1-20 Israeli regime, and the generation of poets who later wrote poems about
the Palestinian issue should be called the generation of "defeat, sadness,
Use your device to scan and read | and broken-hearted. With the growth of the sense of Arab ethnicity in the

the article online region, the victory of the revolutions of the nations of the world, and the
Islamic awakening in it under the shadow of armed resistance, a
[&] %52 =] generation came to the scene of struggle and thought, in whose

perspective everything was different from the previous generation.
Mahmoud Darwish (1941-2008) is the poet of this generation, who not
o only fought against the Zionist Jews with his practical actions and poetry.

The present study attempts to explain and depict the image of the Jewish
occupiers in Mahmoud Darwish's poetry in an analytical-descriptive
manner and its impact on the mind and understanding of the audience in
the Islamic awakening and resistance. (Method) The overall results of this
study indicate that in his poetry, especially in his political poems,
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Darwish Darwish uses heritage, symbols, codes, and myths more than he does in
depicting the true face of the Jewish occupiers, their beliefs, goals, and
role in erasing Islamic and Arab identity and strengthening the spirit of

Article History: racism based on deviant beliefs and distorted myths of the Jews, and
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The 1948 establishment of the usurping Israeli
regime marked a pivotal rupture, creating a
generation of Palestinian poets initially
defined by "defeat, sorrow, and brokenness."
This landscape, however, began transforming
after the 1952 revolution, fueled by rising Arab
nationalism, global decolonization
movements, and a burgeoning Islamic
awakening shadowed by armed resistance. At
the forefront of this new generation stands
Mahmoud Darwish (1941-2008), the iconic
poet of resistance. Rather than merely
lamenting loss, Darwish weaponized poetry as
a tool for political struggle and existential
defiance, dedicating his oeuvre to exposing the
true nature of the Zionist occupiers. This study
employs an analytical-descriptive method to
investigate how Darwish systematically
constructs the image of the Jewish occupiers in
his  political  verse-highlighting  their
ideological distortions, racist tenets, and brutal
practices. Furthermore, it examines the critical
function of this poetic portrayal in shaping
public consciousness, fostering Islamic and
Arab awakening, and galvanizing sustained
resistance against occupation. By dissecting
Darwish’s use of myth, symbolism, and
historical critique, this research illuminates
how his poetry transcends artistic expression to
become a potent mobilizing force against
colonial erasure and for the reclamation of
Palestinian and Islamic identity.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative, analytical-
descriptive methodology to examine the
portrayal of Jewish occupiers in Mahmoud
Darwish's poetry and its impact on Islamic
awakening and resistance. As a library-based
documentary research, the study draws its
primary data from Darwish's complete poetic
works (Al-A'mal al-Shi‘riyyah al-Kamilah,
2000), from which verses depicting Zionist
ideology, behaviors, and myths were
systematically extracted. Secondary sources
include Qur'anic exegesis (particularly verses
on the Children of Israel), biblical and
Talmudic references, and critical studies on
resistance literature and Zionism. The
extracted poetic evidence was thematically

categorized into three axes-ideological-
religious traits (e.g., scriptural distortion,
claiming divine chosenness), social
characteristics (e.g., spreading corruption,
cruelty), and political behaviors (e.g.,
warmongering, torture, hostility toward
Islam). Each category was analyzed to identify
Darwish's use of poetic devices (symbol, myth,
irony, metaphor) and to assess how these
depictions function as a catalyst for
awakening, mobilization, and sustained
resistance against occupation. The study also
contextualizes the poems within their
historical-political framework (e.g., the Sabra
and Shatila massacre, the Kafr Qasim
massacre) to ensure interpretive accuracy.
While limitations include reliance on
translation and a focus solely on Darwish, the
methodology provides a rigorous framework
for understanding how committed poetry can
shape collective consciousness and inspire
political action.

Results and Discussion

The analysis of Mahmoud Darwish's poetry
reveals that he systematically portrays Jewish
occupiers through three interconnected
dimensions: ideological-religious, social, and
political. Ideologically, Darwish exposes
Zionist reliance on scriptural distortion
(tahrif), the fabrication of myths such as the
"Chosen People" and the "Promised Land from
the Nile to the Euphrates," and the exploitation
of biblical narratives to legitimize occupation.
Socially, his poetry depicts the occupiers as
promoters of corruption and moral decay on
the land, alongside extreme cruelty and
criminality-most vividly captured in his
testimonies of the Sabra and Shatila massacre
and the Kafr Qasim massacre. Politically,
Darwish highlights mass Jewish migration to
Palestine as a pseudo-religious duty, relentless
warmongering and land expropriation,
systematic torture of Palestinians, and a deep-
seated hostility toward Islam, Muslims, and
Arab identity. Across these themes, Darwish
employs metaphor (e.g., wasps sucking wild
berries for Zionist exploitation), myth (e.g.,
deconstructing the "land without a people"
fallacy), irony (e.g., calling occupiers "pure
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soldiers" and "prophets"), and intertextuality
with the Qur'an and Torah to delegitimize
Zionist claims. The discussion confirms that
these poetic portrayals are not mere artistic
expressions but strategic tools for awakening.
By naming the enemy's true face-distorting
scriptures, committing massacres, torturing the
defenseless, and harboring expansionist
ambitions-Darwish transforms collective grief
into political consciousness and a call to
resistance. His poetry functions as an anti-
colonial pedagogy: it informs the reader of
historical crimes, generates moral outrage, and
ultimately mobilizes Islamic and Arab publics
to reject normalization and persist in armed
and cultural struggle until liberation. Thus, the
results affirm that Darwish's depiction of
Jewish occupiers is a cornerstone of his
contribution to Islamic awakening, as it
dismantles Zionist mythology, exposes
occupation as a criminal enterprise rather than
a divine promise, and reframes resistance as
both a right and a sacred duty.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Mahmoud Darwish emerges not
merely as a poet of exile and loss but as a
strategic architect of resistance consciousness
who systematically dismantles the ideological,
social, and political facade of Zionist
occupation through his committed poetry. This
study has demonstrated that Darwish portrays
Jewish occupiers across three interconnected
axes: ideologically, as forgers of scriptures and
fabricators of myths such as the "Chosen
People" and the "Promised Land from Nile to
Euphrates"; socially, as purveyors of
corruption, moral decay, and unspeakable
cruelty-evidenced in his poetic testimonies of
the Sabra and Shatila and Kafr Qasim
massacres; and politically, as expansionist
warmongers who exploit religious migration
narratives, systematically torture Palestinians,
and harbor deep-seated hostility toward Islam
and Arab identity. By employing metaphor,
myth, irony, and intertextual references to the
Qur'an and Torah, Darwish strips Zionist
claims of their sacred legitimacy and reframes
occupation as a criminal enterprise rooted in
distortion and violence rather than divine
promise. Crucially, his poetry functions as a

catalyst for Islamic awakening: it transforms
collective grief into political consciousness,
generates moral outrage, and mobilizes readers
to reject normalization and persist in
resistance. Darwish's work thus proves that
literature, when wielded with strategic
intentionality, is not a substitute for armed
struggle but a vital companion to it-awakening
the ummabh, exposing the enemy, and keeping
the flame of liberation alive across
generations. Future research may extend this
inquiry by comparing Darwish's portrayal of
Jews with that of other resistance poets or by
tracing the diachronic evolution of his imagery
from his early revolutionary phase to his later,
more lyrical and melancholic style. Islamic
awakening can be attributed to the dominant
discourses in Islamic countries that have
reduced this shared heritage to a "Palestinian
internal issue." The interaction between these
three identities-resistance identity among
Palestinians, legitimizing identity employed
by Israel, and the stalled project identity of
Arab actors-constitutes the central dynamic
examined in this article. In Gaza, in response
to the genocidal actions of recent years,
resistance precisely exemplifies resistance
identity: Palestinians, relying on political
Islam and territorial heritage, have constructed
an identity that resists erasure. Their
identification process transforms "suffering"
into "agency," as they seek to prevent the
external disregard of their identity through the
reconstruction and strengthening of religious
and national symbols. Israel's reciprocal action
employs legitimizing identity, utilizing
historical-religious narratives linked to
concepts of self-defense and counter-terrorism
to justify its crimes in Gaza. Through this
legitimizing identity, the regime seeks to
reduce the Gaza issue to a security threat,
thereby justifying genocidal actions in the eyes
of global public opinion. Ultimately, the
Palestinian resistance identity transforms
passive suffering into active agency, while
Israel's legitimizing identity attempts to mask
systematic destruction as legitimate self-
defense, and the Arab world's stalled project
identity reveals the deep rift between national
interests and the ideal of a unified Ummah.
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