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indicates that although Operation Al-Agsa Flood has delayed Saudi-
Israeli normalization, its eventual realization remains inevitable under
conducive conditions. Publicly available information identifies this
security pact as a core Saudi precondition for normalization. Key
provisions include unprecedented U.S. defense guarantees to Saudi
Arabia, American access to Saudi territory, extensive bilateral military
cooperation, and civilian nuclear collaboration between Riyadh and
Washington. Should the United States accept these terms, Saudi foreign
policy toward the Axis of Resistance would undergo profound
transformation. Accordingly, analyzing the agreement’s ramifications for
Riyadh’s West Asia strategy-while prioritizing Iran’s national interests-
is critically important. Data were drawn from documentary sources and
analyzed using a qualitative explanatory-analytic method. Findings
reveal that U.S. security guarantees would significantly enhance Riyadh’s
regional bargaining power against the Axis of Resistance and its core
member, Iran. Moreover, de facto Article 5-like protection would shield
Saudi Arabia from threats posed by Tehran or other Axis actors.
Consequently, if implemented, the agreement could impose a historic
security dilemma on the Axis of Resistance, managed jointly by Israel,
Saudi Arabia, and the United States within a broad threat-balancing
framework.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The persistent instability in West Asia is
fundamentally shaped by the strategic rivalry
between the Islamic Republic of Iran and
Saudi Arabia, a contest increasingly framed
through competing security constellations: the
Iran-led Axis of Resistance and the US-aligned
Gulf bloc. While recent diplomatic détente
between Tehran and Riyadh (2023)
temporarily reduced direct tensions, the
prospective  US-Saudi security agreement-
reportedly under negotiation since late 2023-
threatens to fundamentally recalibrate the
regional threat balance. This agreement, which
includes unprecedented US defense guarantees
(de facto NATO Article 5 protection),
American access to Saudi territory, advanced
arms sales (potentially including F-35s),
civilian nuclear cooperation, and conditional
Saudi-Israeli normalization, represents a
potential paradigm shift in West Asian
geopolitics. This study employs Stephen
Walt's  balance-of-threat theory and a
geopolitical competition framework to
investigate how such an agreement would
reshape Saudi foreign policy toward the Axis
of Resistance, particularly Iran, Palestine,
Yemen, and Lebanon. Using a qualitative
explanatory-analytic = method based on
documentary sources (official statements,
think-tank reports, and reputable media
analyses), the research argues that US security
guarantees would significantly enhance
Riyadh's regional bargaining power, shield it
from Iranian or Axis retaliation, and
potentially forge a joint US-Saudi-Israeli
threat-balancing architecture. The findings
reveal that implementation of this pact could
impose an unprecedented security dilemma on
the Axis of Resistance, forcing Tehran into a
strategic encirclement while enabling Riyadh
to adopt a more assertive, even offensive,
posture across regional files. Ultimately, this
study contends that the US-Saudi security
accord is not merely a bilateral defense treaty
but a cornerstone of a broader Western-led
effort to recontain Iran, manage China's
growing Gulf influence, and integrate Israel

into a regional anti-resistance coalition-with
profound  consequences for  Islamic
awakening, Palestinian statehood, and West
Asian stability.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative, explanatory-
analytic methodology to investigate the
potential impact of a US-Saudi security
agreement on Riyadh's foreign policy toward
the Axis of Resistance. Data were collected
from library and documentary sources,
including official statements, think-tank
reports, reputable media analyses, and
previously published academic studies. The
research design follows a theory-driven
approach, integrating Stephen Walt's balance-
of-threat theory (1985, 1987) with the logic of
geopolitical competition among regional
actors. Walt's framework-centered on four
components of perceived threat (aggregate
power, geographic proximity, offensive
capabilities, and aggressive intentions)-
provides the analytical lens for understanding
why and how enhanced US security guarantees
would transform Riyadh's threat perception
and subsequent balancing behavior toward
Iran and the Axis of Resistance. The
geopolitical competition layer complements
this by examining how such a shift would
reconfigure  proxy  dynamics, alliance
formation, and power projection across key
theaters (Yemen, Lebanon, Palestine, and the
Gulf). Data were categorized and interpreted
based on this dual framework, allowing the
researchers to move beyond mere description
toward causal explanation of how the proposed
agreement's provisions (e.g., Article 5-like
protections, advanced arms transfers, civilian
nuclear cooperation, and conditional Saudi-
Israeli normalization) would alter Riyadh's
cost-benefit calculus, enhance its bargaining
power, and potentially impose a historic
security dilemma on the Axis of Resistance.
The findings were derived through logical
inference from available evidence, focusing on
geostrategic and security consequences at the
regional level.
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Results and Discussion

The findings reveal that the prospective US-
Saudi security agreement would
fundamentally recalibrate the regional balance
of threat in West Asia, producing three major
results. First, the provision of de facto NATO
Article 5-like defense guarantees would grant
Saudi  Arabia  unprecedented  security
shielding, significantly enhancing Riyadh's
bargaining power against Iran and the Axis of
Resistance while reducing its vulnerability to
retaliatory strikes (as witnessed in the 2019
Aramco attacks). Second, the agreement's
secondary provisions-including advanced US
arms transfers (potentially F-35s), American
access to Saudi territory, civilian nuclear
cooperation, and conditional Saudi-Israeli
normalization-would collectively transform
Riyadh from a reactive regional player into an
assertive, even offensive, actor across multiple
theaters. Third, the analysis demonstrates that
implementation would forge a coordinated
US-Saudi-Israeli threat-balancing architecture,
creating a "networked deterrence" system that
distributes the costs of containing Iran across
three aligned actors rather than concentrating
them on Israel alone. The discussion interprets
these results through Walt's balance-of-threat
theory: Saudi Arabia's perception of Iran as a
threat (due to geographic proximity, proxy
capabilities, and perceived aggressive
intentions) would become institutionally
embedded and militarily backstopped by
American guarantees. Consequently, Riyadh
would likely adopt a more aggressive posture
in Yemen (potentially drawing the US into
direct confrontation with the Houthis),
intensify pressure on Hezbollah in Lebanon,
and subordinate traditional Palestinian
solidarity to economic and geopolitical gains
(e.g., the India-Middle East-Europe Corridor).
Crucially, the findings indicate that the Axis of
Resistance would face a historic security
dilemma: encirclement by a unified US-Saudi-
Israeli front, diminished Iranian leverage in the
Arabian Peninsula, and potential acceleration
of regional nuclear proliferation if Saudi
Arabia acquires civilian (and potentially
military) nuclear capabilities. The discussion
concludes that this agreement is not merely a
bilateral defense pact but a cornerstone of a

broader Western-led effort to recontain Iran,
manage China's Gulf influence, and integrate
Israel into a formal anti-resistance coalition-
with profound implications for Islamic
awakening, Palestinian statehood, and long-
term regional stability.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this study has demonstrated that
the prospective US-Saudi security agreement
represents a potential paradigm shift in West
Asian geopolitics, with profound implications
for the Axis of Resistance, Iran's strategic
position, and the broader regional balance of
threat. The analysis, grounded in Walt's
balance-of-threat theory and geopolitical
competition framework, reveals that the
agreement's core provisions-particularly de
facto NATO Article 5 defense guarantees,
advanced arms transfers (including potential
F-35s), American access to Saudi territory,
civilian nuclear cooperation, and conditional
Saudi-Israeli normalization—would
collectively enhance Riyadh's bargaining
power, reduce its vulnerability to Iranian
retaliation, and enable a more assertive Saudi
posture across Yemen, Lebanon, and Palestine.
The findings indicate that implementation
would forge a coordinated US-Saudi-Israeli
threat-balancing architecture, creating a
"networked deterrence" system that distributes
the costs of containing Iran and imposes an
unprecedented security dilemma on the Axis of
Resistance. Crucially, this agreement is not
merely a bilateral defense pact but a
cornerstone of a broader Western-led strategy
to recontain Iran, manage China's growing
influence in the Gulf, and formally integrate
Israel into an anti-resistance coalition.
However, the study acknowledges three
scenarios for Israeli behavior-ranging from
minimal deterrence reinforcement to active
low-intensity pressure to full coalitional
synergy during a major crisis-each contingent
on variables such as the Gaza war's trajectory,
Iran's nuclear file, US domestic politics, and
Tehran's strategic responses. Ultimately, the
article concludes that while the agreement's
realization remains uncertain (pending US
congressional approval and resolution of
Palestinian statehood conditions), its mere
negotiation has already reshaped regional
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threat perceptions. For the Axis of Resistance
and Iran, the primary imperative is to develop
counter-strategies that mitigate encirclement,
diversify  diplomatic and economic
partnerships (particularly with China and

Russia), and prevent the institutionalization of
a unified US-Saudi-Israeli front that could
permanently alter West Asia's strategic
landscape in favor of Western-aligned actors.
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