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ARTICLEINFO ' Abstract

One of the examples of the targeting of Islamic identity is the crimes that have
PP: 1-24 been occurring in the occupied territories for years. Therefore, this article
examines the relationship between the genocide in Palestine and the erasure of
Islamic identity from an anthropological perspective, framed by answering the
question of how the identification and de-identification actions concerning Gaza
issues were carried out by the involved actors, and why the recent crimes and
genocide in Gaza did not lead to an Islamic awakening and the strengthening of
Eu." E Islamic identity at the Ummah level (Problem). This research, conducted using
the method of critical discourse analysis with an emphasis on documents,
statements, and official media statistics regarding the details of the war in the
IEI:= specified region (Method), utilizes the theoretical framework of Castells'

identity, which refers to types of identity: legitimizing, resistance, and project
identity. It also employs two fundamental anthropological concepts, self and
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Gaza, ldentity, Islamic constitutes a legitimizing identity through cultural, military, and economic
Awakening, Castells measures, and the de-identification of Palestinians through the destruction of

mosques and cultural sites, genocide, and changing the demographic
composition. Furthermore, the action of Palestinian actors in response to the

Article History: Gaza events is a resistance identity, which seeks to reproduce and strengthen its
ﬁ;;;‘;f’gazs manifestations. However, concerning the lack of Islamic awakening in the face
Accepted: of genocide, the rulers of Arab countries, by using a conservative discourse and
December 23, 2025 emphasizing internal security, created a rift and disruption between national
Published: identity and the identity of the Ummabh.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

From an anthropological and sociological
perspective, identity can be regarded as the
most significant factor behind the conflict in
the occupied territories. For years, the Muslim
and Jewish identities have been in
confrontation, with each group employing
distinct strategies. The modern phase of this
conflict dates back to 1948 and the declaration
of Israeli independence, an event known to
Palestinians as the Nakba, which led to the
displacement of over 70,000 Palestinians and
the beginning of ongoing hostilities. What is
currently unfolding in Palestine, particularly in
Gaza, can be understood anthropologically as
an attempt to erase the "what" and "who" of a
people, manifested through the destruction of
identity, specifically Islamic identity. A key
tactic employed in this erasure is genocide,
which simultaneously destroys the past,
present, and future of a group, thereby
dismantling its social, religious, and political
existence. However, despite the expectation
that such systematic annihilation would trigger
a widespread Islamic awakening and a
reinforcement of Islamic identity at the
Ummah level, this potential has not been
realized in many Islamic societies. National
identity appears to have superseded
ideological and religious identity. Therefore,
this study addresses the central question: What
were the identification and de-identification
actions undertaken by Palestinian actors and
other Islamic nations? Furthermore, why have
the recent crimes and genocide in Gaza failed
to generate a comprehensive Islamic
awakening and strengthen Islamic identity
across the Ummah?

Methodology

This research adopts a qualitative approach,
utilizing the method of critical discourse
analysis to examine the processes of
identification and identity formation within the
historical, cultural, and social context of Gaza,
as well as the actions of Muslim actors both
inside and outside the region. To achieve this
objective, a diverse range of sources has been
analyzed, including library materials, reports

from reputable international media outlets,
documents from international organizations,
political statements, and media content. The
qualitative method was chosen because it is a
fundamental approach in humanities and social
sciences research, aimed at gaining a deep
understanding of  experiences, beliefs,
attitudes, values, and social processes. Unlike
quantitative research, which seeks numerical
measurement and generalization of results,
qualitative research focuses on the semantic
analysis of phenomena within their natural
context. It is essential to note that in recent
decades, a new approach to discourse analysis
has emerged. This approach, often referred to
as Foucauldian discourse analysis, extends
critical discourse analysis by placing particular
emphasis on the critique of ideology and
power.

Results and Discussion

The findings of this research indicate that
genocide serves as the primary instrument for
the systematic erasure of Palestinian identity,
operating  through  the  simultaneous
destruction of a group's physical existence and
its cultural, historical, and social memory. The
Zionist regime's de-identification actions are
multifaceted and implemented across several
interconnected  dimensions. = The  first
dimension involves demographic
transformation, pursued through forced
displacement, illegal settlement construction,
and the physical elimination of the Palestinian
population, particularly in Gaza, to alter the
region's ethnic composition fundamentally.
The second dimension encompasses the
destruction of historical and religious sites,
including the widespread demolition of
mosques, cemeteries, and cultural landmarks,
which severs the tangible connection between
the Palestinian people and their ancestral
heritage. This includes the systematic targeting
of educational institutions, with over 70
percent of schools in Gaza damaged or
destroyed, directly attacking the transmission
of national identity to future generations.
Alongside these physical acts of destruction,
the regime simultaneously pursues a parallel
project of identity construction aimed at
legitimizing its own existence. This
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legitimizing identity is cultivated through the
revival and imposition of Hebrew language
and culture in public spaces, the Hebraization
of Arabic place names, the manipulation of
historical narratives centered on the Holocaust,
and the portrayal of Palestinians through
security-oriented discourse that associates
them with terrorism and violence. These
efforts collectively work to erase Palestinian
cultural presence while constructing a
exclusive Jewish national identity rooted in the
myth of return to the promised land. In
response to these systematic attacks on their
existence, Palestinian actors have developed
and maintained a resistance identity that
actively seeks to preserve, reproduce, and
strengthen the markers of Palestinian and
Islamic identity against ongoing efforts at
erasure. However, the anticipated widespread
Islamic awakening at the Ummah level has
failed to materialize due to the intervention of
Arab state actors. While ordinary Muslims
across the region share deep identity bonds
with Palestinians, Arab governments have
employed conservative discourses centered on
internal security concerns and national
sovereignty, effectively creating a rupture
between national identity and supranational
Islamic identity. These regimes have framed
their responses to Gaza primarily through
humanitarian and charitable frameworks rather
than political or ideological solidarity, as
evidenced by official statements and aid
operations that depoliticize the genocide.
Consequently, the project identity that
manifested in previous decades through Arab
uprisings has been reconfigured along national
and neoliberal lines, preventing the emergence
of a unified Islamic awakening that would
challenge both the genocide in Gaza and the
regional political order that enables it.

Conclusion

Although the issue of genocide has
predominantly been analyzed within the field
of law, particularly international law, the social
sciences have not engaged with this subject in
a focused and explicit manner. While genocide
is often categorized as a political act, it is first
and foremost a phenomenon with immediate
human consequences and long-term social
effects. This article has sought to provide an

anthropological perspective on genocide, de-
identification, and identity construction in
Gaza. From an anthropological standpoint,
place and time are fundamental elements in the
formation of culture: when time acquires a
cultural dimension, it constructs "history," and
when place passes through the cultural
channel, it forms "geography." The synthesis
of these two elements gives rise to the broader
concept of "identity." This anthropological
synthesis of identity is precisely what the
Zionist regime has been attempting to destroy
for years. Islamic identity in Gaza manifests in
various aspects of Palestinian life, including
procreation, which is carried out with an
Islamic and identity-based perspective. The
genocide in Gaza constitutes the erasure of
Palestinian  identity—a  historical  and
geographical identity inextricably linked to
Islam. Geographically, Palestine holds a
special place in the Islamic worldview,
embodying an Islamic geographical identity,
while historically, it has long been a site of
Islamic heritage. Therefore, the ongoing
erasure of identity through genocide can be
understood as the destruction of a land's
historical and  geographical identity.
Simultaneously, the Zionist regime promotes a
Jewish identity centered on its own historical
and religious essence. The strategies of this
identity battle can be analyzed within Castells'
framework of three identities: resistance
identity, legitimizing identity, and project
identity. Israel's actions constitute a project
identity, simultaneously destroying the
opposing identity while constructing its own.
In contrast, the resistance identity currently
serves as the primary strategy in Gaza, built
upon traditional values centered on God,
nation, and family. Due to historical
limitations and sieges, Palestinians lack the
project identity that would allow them to
construct a new identity from available cultural
materials. Utilizing the anthropological
dichotomy of Self and Other, the resistance
identity is self-centered and inwardly focused,
while the Israeli strategy targets the Other
through de-identification. The destruction of
mosques and historical sites not only de-
identifies Gaza's inhabitants but also targets
the symbolic bonds connecting the Islamic
Ummah to this land. However, the failure of
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Islamic awakening can be attributed to the
dominant discourses in Islamic countries that
have reduced this shared heritage to a
"Palestinian internal issue." The interaction
between these three identities—resistance
identity among Palestinians, legitimizing
identity employed by Israel, and the stalled
project identity of Arab actors—constitutes the
central dynamic examined in this article. In
Gaza, in response to the genocidal actions of
recent years, resistance precisely exemplifies
resistance identity: Palestinians, relying on
political Islam and territorial heritage, have
constructed an identity that resists erasure.
Their identification process transforms
"suffering" into "agency," as they seek to
prevent the external disregard of their identity
through the reconstruction and strengthening

of religious and national symbols. Israel's
reciprocal action employs legitimizing
identity, utilizing historical-religious
narratives linked to concepts of self-defense
and counter-terrorism to justify its crimes in
Gaza. Through this legitimizing identity, the
regime seeks to reduce the Gaza issue to a
security threat, thereby justifying genocidal
actions in the eyes of global public opinion.
Ultimately, the Palestinian resistance identity
transforms passive suffering into active
agency, while Israel's legitimizing identity
attempts to mask systematic destruction as
legitimate self-defense, and the Arab world's
stalled project identity reveals the deep rift
between national interests and the ideal of a
unified Ummah.
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