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The present study aims to explain the position of women within the
framework of the discourse of political Islam in the Islamic
Republic of Iran from the perspective of Islamic awakening.
Political Islam, as an ideological system, defines the role and
identity of women based on Sharia and Shiite jurisprudence, and in
this way, presents a desirable model of a "Muslim woman" in the
family, society, and political system. "The importance of this study
is that women, as mothers and educators of the revolutionary
generation, play a pivotal role in reproducing values and norms.
Also, studying their position provides the possibility of analyzing
the socio-discursive developments and the future path of women's
role in the political structure."" According to the research findings,
"The discourse of political Islam, while trying to define the role of
women within the framework of chastity and family, has gradually,
under the influence of social changes and increased awareness of
women, redefined their position in the political, cultural and
economic spheres. The widespread participation of women in
elections, the expansion of higher education, employment and
entrepreneurship are clear signs of this development, which reflects
the dynamism of the discourse of political Islam with women's
demands and social changes in contemporary Iran".
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Women constitute half of society, and their
position is a fundamental indicator of social
justice and cultural development. Historically,
in Iran and globally, women’s social status has
been at the center of cultural, political, and
legal debates, and remains a critical issue
despite modern advancements in human rights
and cultural reforms. Iran, influenced by
political, economic, and cultural
transformations, has witnessed changes in
women’s roles and positions. Following the
1979 Islamic Revolution, the Islamic-political
discourse has attempted to redefine women’s
roles within a comprehensive framework of
Shia jurisprudence, aiming to balance
adherence to religious principles with
enabling women’s participation in public life.
This redefinition, however, has faced
contradictions, resistance, and practical
tensions.

One notable achievement claimed by the
Islamic Revolution is that it enabled women to
participate in scientific, cultural, social, and
political spheres while maintaining dignity
and Islamic values. The Iranian Constitution
affirms that men and women should enjoy
equal rights in education, employment,
property ownership, and political
participation.  Yet structural, cultural,
jurisprudential, and legal barriers continue to
impede full realization of these rights. Official
discourse, especially in the statements of the
Supreme Leader, emphasizes that men and
women are fundamentally equal in humanity,
and social priorities cannot prevent women’s
participation in public affairs. Nonetheless,
within this discourse, gendered division of
labor in the household-men as providers,
women as managers of domestic affairs-is
framed as natural, and women’s social
responsibilities are to complement, not
replace, family duties. Additionally, concepts
such as gender equality have been
characterized as Western tools of cultural
influence, potentially undermining the
“Muslim woman’s role.” This duality-
asserting universal human equality while
emphasizing practical gendered

responsibilities-represents a central tension in
redefining women’s status post-revolution.
Historically, women’s participation in
political and social life has lagged behind men
across economic, political, cultural, and
knowledge-based  spheres.  Revolutions,
however, often create opportunities to
redefine women’s roles and bring latent
capacities into public life. In the Islamic
Republic, post-1979 political Islam has sought
to reconstruct women’s identity and roles
based on Islamic teachings and Shia
jurisprudence, balancing dignity, modesty,
and motherhood with active engagement in
scientific, cultural, and political arenas. The
concept of the Islamic Awakening has further
framed the “active Muslim woman” as a
religiously committed participant in societal
and political fields, enabling a rearticulation
of women’s agency within an Islamic
framework.

The primary research question of this study is:
“How is the position of women interpreted
and constructed in the political-Islamic
discourse of the Islamic Republic of Iran from
the perspective of the Islamic Awakening?”’
Using qualitative content analysis with a
documentary-library approach, the research
examines religious texts, state policies,
statements of revolutionary leaders, and
theoretical works on the Islamic Awakening
to analyze the construction of the ‘“Muslim
woman” in this discourse.

The research hypothesis posits that women’s
status in Iran’s political-Islamic discourse
results from a multi-layered integration of
religious-jurisprudential ~ teachings, state
policies, Islamic Awakening discourse, and
post-revolutionary social transformations.
This integration seeks to uphold women’s
dignity and gender justice within the
framework of the ‘“Muslim woman,” while
facing structural and theoretical challenges in
adapting to contemporary social conditions.
Although Islamic principles emphasize justice
and human  dignity for  women,
implementation remains limited. State
policies over the past decades have promoted
women’s participation in science, culture, and
politics, yet challenges persist in employment,
managerial roles, and balancing family and
social responsibilities.

Thus, this study critically analyzes religious
sources, official documents, and social
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developments to provide a clearer
understanding of women’s position in Iran’s
political-Islamic discourse, illustrating how
the discourse, in interaction with the concept
of the Islamic Awakening, reproduces,
reforms, or restricts women’s social and
political roles in contemporary Iran.

Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative content
analysis approach with a documentary-library
method, and the data were collected through
the study and analysis of legal and
jurisprudential documents, as well as works
and statements related to the Islamic
Awakening.

Results and Discussion

The concept of justice and women’s rights in
Islamic texts provides a framework for
understanding how religious principles shape
social and political life, particularly regarding
gender. Justice in Islamic thought, derived
from terms such as “‘adl” and “mu‘adalah,”
encompasses balance, equity, and fairness in
both legal and social contexts. It involves
giving each individual their due, maintaining
proportionality, and ensuring rights are
respected. In the context of women, justice
entails  providing equal rights and
opportunities within the framework of Islamic
teachings, balancing social participation with
family and  cultural  responsibilities
(Motahhari, 1349).

Women’s rights in Islam cover legal,
educational, economic, familial, social, and
health-related domains, including inheritance,
education, and the right to choose a spouse.
Islamic scholars, such as Muhammad Abduh,
Morteza Motahhari, and Sayyid Qutb,
defended women’s rights while critically
engaging with modern reinterpretations,
emphasizing that Islam can be both protective
of women’s dignity and a source of
empowerment. In Iran, the 1979 Islamic
Revolution marked a turning point, redefining
women’s role in society through a framework
rooted in religious values. This transformation
emphasized active female participation while
preserving family and religious norms, in
contrast to the symbolic and often restrictive
modernization policies of the Pahlavi era.
Historically, women in Iran experienced
limited political participation during the
Constitutional Revolution and early Pahlavi

modernization efforts, with symbolic gestures
like  unveiling policies and token
appointments failing to create meaningful
agency. Post-revolution, however, women
gained formal political representation,
increased educational attainment, and
expanded participation in social, cultural, and
managerial spheres. Literacy rates and higher
education enrollment among women surged,
reflecting a shift from traditional, passive
roles to informed, socially and politically
active actors. Employment patterns also
shifted, with women increasingly moving
from agricultural and industrial labor toward
service and administrative sectors, although
wage disparities and gendered divisions of
labor persist.

The Islamic Republic’s discourse positions
women not as passive subjects or instruments
of power but as active agents within an
Islamic framework. Leaders such as Imam
Khomeini and  Ayatollah  Khamenei
emphasize women’s dignity, social agency,
and essential role in shaping societal and
cultural development. The post-revolutionary
period thus represents a paradigmatic shift:
women transformed from “passive objects”
under secular modernization to “active
Muslim agents” contributing meaningfully to
society. While structural and legal challenges
remain, the Islamic political discourse has
facilitated women’s empowerment in
education, politics, culture, and management,
promoting a model of gender participation
rooted in religious and social values rather
than Western feminist frameworks. In this
view, women become aware, effective, and
responsible actors whose contributions are
essential to sustaining Islamic social and
political structures.

This discourse, shaped by the principles of the
Islamic Awakening, highlights a distinct
understanding of women’s rights: one that
balances religious values, social justice, and
active participation, positioning women as
central figures in the ongoing development of
Iranian society (Imam Khomeini, 1368;
Khamenei, 1390; Mirsalim, 1399).

Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that the
position of women in the Islamic Republic of
Iran is a multidimensional and complex
phenomenon, shaped at the intersection of
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religious principles, Shia jurisprudence, social
policies, the perspectives of revolutionary
leaders, and historical developments. Within
the framework of political Islam and the
Islamic Awakening discourse, women have
consistently been defined both as citizens
endowed with human dignity and social and
political rights, and simultaneously as
preservers of family and social values. This
dual definition constitutes the main feature of
women’s representation in the Islamic
Republic, reflecting a balance between social
agency and  familial and  cultural
responsibilities.

Over the past four decades, Iranian women
have achieved significant progress in
scientific, educational, cultural, sports, and
political fields despite structural and cultural
limitations. The increasing presence of
women in higher education, arts, sports,
politics, and elections signals a positive
transformation in the official discourse of the
Islamic Republic regarding their status.
However, certain restrictions and challenges
remain; laws related to dress codes,
inheritance, testimony, and specific social
rights, which conflict with principles of
equality and justice, have prevented the full

realization of women’s potential. The
perspectives of the Islamic Republic’s leaders,
particularly Imam Khomeini and Ayatollah
Khamenei, emphasize the importance of
active female participation in society and their
decisive role in social development and
education. This viewpoint reflects that
political Islam regards women not merely as
objects of policy or cultural instruments but as
active, influential, and responsible subjects
capable of shaping the social, political, and
cultural trajectory of the country.

Therefore, reviewing and redefining certain
women’s rights-particularly in employment,
economic opportunities, and institutional
policymaking-can create a foundation for
balancing religious values with justice-
oriented social demands. Adopting an
approach that respects Islamic principles
while addressing the needs for equality and
justice can strengthen women’s
empowerment, enhance their social agency,
and elevate their contribution to building a
dynamic and equitable society.
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