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This article examines the strategic alignment of the United States
and religious fundamentalism from 2011 to 2024 and its impact on
the Islamic Awakening, emphasizing the strategic use of these
seemingly contradictory alliances to achieve geopolitical goals.
How did these alignments lead to the removal of Assad in Syria and
the re-establishment of the Taliban in Afghanistan? (Problem
Statement) What impact has the alignment between the United
States and religious fundamentalist groups (with an emphasis on
the rise of Golani in Syria and the Taliban in Afghanistan) had on
the Islamic Awakening? (Question) The hypothesis of this article,
which has been attempted to be examined with a qualitative
approach and an analytical and explanatory method (Method), is:
The alignment between the United States and religious
fundamentalism has led to the rise of Golani and the removal of
Assad in Syria, and the rise of the Taliban and the removal of the
republican system in Afghanistan, as well as increased tension in
the region. This has led to increased awareness and insight among
currents relying on the Islamic Awakening; America's alignment
with religious fundamentalist movements has not been done to
combat extremism, but rather to create destabilize the region, and
prevent the formation of an independent Islamic discourse against
the global liberal capitalist order (Findings)
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent decades, political and social
developments in the Islamic world-especially
after the events of September 11, 2001-have
been marked by the rise and spread of
extremist religious movements, alongside a
wave of popular uprisings known as the
“Islamic Awakening.” During this period, the
United States of America, as the dominant
global power, has sought to “engineer” and
direct some of these developments to serve its
national interests. One of the noteworthy
phenomena in this context is the strategic
alignment between the U.S. and certain
religious fundamentalist movements in some
Islamic countries-an alignment that appears to
have been formed with specific tactical and
strategic objectives, such as countering the
Resistance Front, containing the authentic
Islamic Awakening, and destabilizing the
region .This article seeks to examine the
convergence between extremist and terrorist
groups and Western powers (particularly the
United States), and the impact of these
relations on actors opposing the liberal order,
such as Iran and Russia. The central question
of this article is: What effect have the
alignments between the United States and
religious fundamentalist groups (with an
emphasis on the rise to power of al-Jolani in
Syria and the Taliban in Afghanistan) had on
the Islamic Awakening ?The hypothesis of
this study-analyzed through a qualitative
approach and analytical-explanatory method-
is that the alignment between the United
States and religious fundamentalism has led to
the rise of al-Jolani and the attempt to
eliminate Assad in Syria, as well as the return
of the Taliban to power and the fall of the
republican system in Afghanistan, resulting in
heightened regional tensions. This process, in
turn, has increased awareness and insight
among movements rooted in the Islamic
Awakening, leading them to more clearly
distinguish between authentic Islam and
instrumentalized Islam, and to place greater
emphasis on anti-imperialist and popular
strategies.

Methodology
The method employed in this article is based
on a qualitative approach using the analytical-

explanatory method. In this method, various
dimensions of the strategic alignment between
the United States and religious fundamentalist
movements are examined through the use of
library sources, official documents, analytical
reports, and existing theoretical perspectives.
The analytical-explanatory method enables
the researcher to not only provide an accurate
description of the phenomenon but also to
explain the causal and contextual relationships
between variables and actors, and to analyze
its  political, social, and ideological
implications within the framework of regional
and global developments.

Results and Discussion

The findings of this study indicate that the
tactical and, in some cases, covert alignment
of the United States with religious
fundamentalist movements in the Middle East
has not stemmed from any ideological
affinity, but rather from geopolitical
objectives and the desire to control regional
transformations. The U.S. has used these
groups as instruments of pressure to weaken
independent and anti-imperialist governments
such as Syria and to destabilize Afghanistan,
thereby preventing the formation of the
Resistance Axis and the expansion of the
authentic  Islamic  Awakening. Indirect
military, financial, and media support for
groups such as Jabhat al-Nusra in Syria and
the Taliban in Afghanistan can be interpreted
within the framework of a policy of “crisis
management through instability,” aimed at
eroding the power of independent actors and
reshaping the region’s geopolitical map in
favor of Washington and its allies. On the
other hand, the results show that despite the
United States’ short-term successes in
overthrowing or weakening certain regimes,
these interventions and alignments have
ultimately led to a higher level of awareness
and discursive differentiation among Islamic
movements. Movements rooted in the Islamic
Awakening, having witnessed the distortion
of  religious concepts and the
instrumentalization of religion by foreign
powers, have sought to redefine the
relationship between “authentic Islam” and
“American Islam.” This process has
strengthened anti-imperialist, populist, and
justice-oriented tendencies within Islamic
societies and has given rise to a new discourse
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of the Islamic Awakening-one that
emphasizes  intellectual  independence,
cultural  resistance, and civilizational
reconstruction in opposition to Western liberal
hegemony.

Conclusion

The study of political, cultural, and social
developments in the Islamic world reveals that
the strategic alignment between the United
States and  religious  fundamentalist
movements-contrary to its initial tactical
objectives-has, in practice, deepened the
Islamic Awakening and enhanced political
and intellectual awareness within Muslim
societies. This alignment, which relied on
political, financial, and media support for
groups such as ISIS, the Taliban, and similar
Takfiri fronts, not only failed to marginalize
the authentic discourse of the Islamic
Awakening but also, by exposing the violent
and anti-religious nature of religious
fundamentalism,  triggered  widespread
intellectual, cultural, and popular reactions
across the Islamic world .First, the exposure
of the tactical connections between
fundamentalist groups and global powers-
particularly the United States-significantly
undermined the religious and social
legitimacy of these movements in public
opinion. People, especially in crisis-stricken
countries such as Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, and
Libya, through direct experience of
fundamentalist rule, came to a clear
understanding of the distinction between a
“civilizational, authentic Islam” and an
“instrumental, violence-oriented Islam.” This
distinction marked a turning point in
redefining  the  Islamic =~ Awakening,
transforming it from a merely protest-oriented
movement into an intellectual and
civilizational endeavor .Second, the U.S.
alignment with extremist movements
stimulated a wave of questioning and internal
critique within Islamic societies. Religious
and political elites, reflecting on the painful
experiences of recent years, recognized the
necessity of reinterpreting Islamic principles
and emphasizing rationality, justice, and
popular participation within the framework of

a civilization-oriented Islam. This process
gave rise to a movement of critical
intellectualism and the indigenization of
Islamic discourse, which can be regarded as
the beginning of a new phase in the evolution
of the Islamic Awakening. Third, a new
generation of Islamic actors-including
university youth, independent seminarians,
social activists, and cultural institutions-has
emerged in response to extremism and its
foreign  sponsorship.  Unlike  earlier
generations, who were at times caught in the
trap of ideological rigidity and political
radicalism, this new generation emphasizes a
rational, people-centered, and civilizational
Islam. They are engaged in institution-
building, education, and intellectual
development, charting a new path for the
Islamic Ummah-one that distances itself from
violence and instead promotes dialogue
among civilizations, constructive engagement
with the world, and the revival of Islam’s
intellectual and spiritual heritage .Fourth, the
U.S. alignment with religious fundamentalism
has, in effect, acted as a “reverse mirror,”
reflecting the deviations and contradictions of
fundamentalist ideologies back to the Islamic
community, thus facilitating a gradual
reconstruction of the Islamic Awakening
discourse based on lived experiences. This
reconstruction is currently manifesting
through the strengthening of new intellectual
movements, Islamic civil institutions,
civilizational study circles, and ethics-
centered discourse formation .Accordingly, it
can be concluded that the Islamic Awakening
has not suffered structural damage from the
U.S.—fundamentalist alignment; rather, it has
entered a phase of intellectual maturity,
reflection, and identity recovery-a phase that
holds the potential to become the primary
foundation for transformation within the
Islamic world. The weakening of extremist
movements in social and media arenas,
alongside the growth of civilization-oriented
and justice-seeking thought, confirms this
profound transformation.
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