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occupation has not remained uniform. Some have considered the solution
to the conflict to be through struggle and the expulsion of Zionists,
confronting the Israeli regime through two distinct approaches: Islamist
and Nationalist. Others, however, have sought peace with Israel and the
creation of a calm atmosphere and mutual respect between the two hostile
sides. This duality has led to the emergence of two different worldviews
among two distinct intellectual classes (Problem). In this research,
conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on Lucien
Goldmann’s theory of Genetic Structuralism, the novel's characters and
their beliefs are examined to analyze the shifts in Palestinian perspectives
regarding the nature of confrontation with Israel and the underlying
causes (Method). The findings of this study indicate a gradual evolution
in the perspectives of Palestinian generations, which includes friendship
with Jewish immigrants, passivity toward occupation, armed struggle,
non-violent steadfastness (sumud), and eventually, peace with Israel. The
reason for the Palestinian author’s support for the peace proposal with
Israel is her convergence with Western-American thought and the
avoidance of authentic Islamic beliefs regarding Jihad and resistance
(Findings).
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Since the 1948 Nakba, when Palestinians were
displaced from their homeland and their territory
was occupied by Israeli forces, Palestinian society
has experienced a profound and ongoing
transformation in its worldview regarding
resistance  and  conflict resolution.  This
transformation  has  manifested in  two
fundamentally  different  approaches:  one
advocating armed resistance through both
nationalist and Islamist frameworks to liberate
Palestine and eliminate the Zionist regime, and
another pursuing peaceful coexistence, dialogue,
and non-violent resistance through boycotts,
protests, and international advocacy. These
competing visions have not only shaped Palestinian
political discourse but have also been reflected in
Palestinian literature, where authors from both
intellectual camps have depicted the Palestinian
struggle through either the lens of armed resistance
or the possibility of peaceful reconciliation. The
novel Mornings in Jenin (originally published as
The Scar of David) by Susan Abulhawa, a
prominent Palestinian-American author, presents a
unique opportunity to trace this ideological
evolution across four generations of a Palestinian
family. The central problem this research addresses
is how the narrative structure, character
development, and symbolic elements in this novel
represent the transformation of Palestinian
perspectives  toward  Israel—from initial
coexistence and passivity to armed nationalist
resistance, and ultimately toward a Western-
aligned vision of peace and reconciliation.
Furthermore, this research seeks to understand the
underlying ideological factors and authorial
orientation that lead to the novel's endorsement of
peace over armed resistance, examining whether
this reflects a genuine evolution in Palestinian
thought or a convergence with Western-American
intellectual  frameworks that diverge from
traditional Islamic principles of resistance and
jihad.

Methodology

This research employed a descriptive-analytical
method to examine the evolution of Palestinian
resistance thought and the impact of the Islamic
Awakening as reflected in Susan Abulhawa's novel
The Scar of David (Mornings in Jenin). The study
utilized Lucien Goldmann's theory of genetic
structuralism as its theoretical framework, which
views literature as an expression of worldviews that
are fundamentally social rather than individual
phenomena, emerging from specific social classes

and  historical conditions. The research
methodology involved a multi-stage analytical
process: first, the prominent characters from each
generation in the novel were identified and
described as representatives of particular social
classes within Palestinian society, along with their
actions, beliefs, and transformations throughout the
narrative. Second, the narrative structures and
symbolic elements within the text were
systematically analyzed. Third, based on
Goldmann's genetic structuralist approach, each
character and their corresponding social class
perspective was interpreted within the broader
socio-historical context of the Palestinian struggle,
examining how changes in worldview across
generations reflected actual historical
developments in Palestinian society from the 1948
Nakba through the 1967 Six-Day War, the rise of
nationalist and Islamist resistance movements, and
the subsequent peace initiatives. Finally, the
author's intellectual position regarding resistance,
armed struggle, and peaceful coexistence with
Israel was identified through analysis of character
fates, narrative outcomes, and symbolic naming
patterns (such as the significance of names like
Ismail, Moses, David, and Sarah). This
comprehensive analytical framework allowed for
the extraction of the dominant worldview
embedded in the text and the identification of the
author's ideological orientation toward
reconciliation with Israel over armed resistance.

Results and Discussion

The analysis of Susan Abulhawa's novel The Scar
of David reveals a clear three-stage evolutionary
process in Palestinian perspectives toward Israel,
reflecting broader historical transformations in
Palestinian society from 1948 onwards. The first
generation, represented by Yahya, exhibits a
passive and conciliatory attitude focused on
preserving agricultural lands and traditional
livelihoods, lacking any political consciousness
derived from Islamic awakening or anti-colonial
resistance, despite outward observance of Islamic
rituals. The second generation, embodied by
Hassan and his son Yousef, represents the shift
toward armed nationalist resistance following the
1967 Six-Day War and the failure of Arab armies,
with Yousef's transformation from a peace-seeking
youth to a committed fighter—and his eventual
tragic fate as a fugitive—symbolizing the ultimate
failure of secular nationalist resistance movements
like the PLO. The third and final stage, represented
by Amal and her daughter Sara, moves decisively
toward embracing peaceful coexistence and
reconciliation with Israel, rejecting armed
resistance in favor of dialogue, mutual respect, and
non-violent resistance. Amal's emigration to
America, her gradual detachment from Islamic
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beliefs and practices, and her immersion in
capitalist, secular Western society fundamentally
shape this transformation, as she abandons concepts
of jihad and resistance in favor of humanistic,
universal values of peace. The symbolic structure
of the novel powerfully reinforces this ideological
orientation through the naming of characters:
Ismail (representing Islamic identity) is stolen by
Moshe (Moses, representing Jewish identity) and
renamed David (the star on Israel's flag,
representing Zionist sovereignty), while Sara (the
mother of the Jewish lineage) ultimately succeeds
in creating a shared home with Jewish and Muslim
residents, symbolizing the author's vision of
peaceful coexistence. The narrative systematically
marginalizes and defeats resistance figures (Yousef
becomes a fugitive, Amal is killed) while
presenting reconciliation as the viable solution,
aligning with Western-American peace initiatives
like the Road Map and the Geneva Initiative rather
than Islamic principles of anti-colonial struggle.
The research concludes that the novel's
endorsement of peace over resistance reflects not an
organic evolution in Palestinian thought, but rather
the author's conscious alignment with Western
intellectual frameworks, representing a worldview
that prioritizes humanitarian compassion over
Islamic conceptions of justice and resistance, and
ultimately serves as a literary manifestation of the
broader ideological shift within certain segments of
the Palestinian diaspora toward accepting
reconciliation with Israel.

Conclusion

This research examined the evolution of Palestinian
resistance thought and the impact of the Islamic
Awakening as reflected in Susan Abulhawa's
novel The Scar of David, utilizing Lucien
Goldmann's theory of genetic structuralism to
analyze the relationship between literary
characters, social classes, and historical
worldviews. The findings demonstrate that the
novel presents a clear three-stage ideological
transformation across four generations of a
Palestinian family: an initial passive and

conciliatory phase focused on traditional
livelihoods, followed by a phase of armed
nationalist resistance epitomized by the character of
Yousef, and culminating in a final phase advocating
peaceful coexistence and reconciliation with Israel,
represented by Amal and her daughter Sara. The
research reveals that this evolution does not
represent an organic social transformation within
Palestinian society, but rather reflects the author's
conscious ideological orientation toward Western-
American frameworks that prioritize humanitarian
peace over Islamic principles of resistance and anti-
colonial struggle. The symbolic structure of the
novel powerfully reinforces this orientation through
the deliberate naming of characters—Ismail
(representing Islamic identity) is stolen by Moshe
(Moses, representing Jewish identity) and renamed
David (the star on Israel's flag)—and through the
systematic marginalization of resistance figures
(Yousef becomes a fugitive, Amal is killed) while
presenting reconciliation as the only viable
solution. The author's own biography as a
Palestinian-American who emigrated to the United
States and was shaped by Western secular values
explains her alignment with the peace camp, as she
represents a class of Palestinians living in diaspora
who have distanced themselves from traditional
Islamic  beliefs regarding martyrdom and
resistance. The study concludes that while the novel
effectively portrays Palestinian suffering and
dispossession, its ultimate message—that peace
through love, mutual respect, and the abandonment
of armed resistance is preferable to continued
struggle—reflects a worldview fundamentally at
odds with Islamic awakening discourse, which
frames resistance as a religious and moral
obligation against oppression. This research
contributes to understanding how Palestinian
literature, particularly works produced within
Western intellectual contexts, has increasingly
aligned with international peace initiatives and
Western diplomatic  frameworks, potentially
weakening the discourse of Islamic resistance in
favor of a liberal-humanistic approach that
prioritizes reconciliation over justice.
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https://www.pcpsr.org/sites/default/files/p19a_0.pdf
17. Morris ,Benny (2001) Righteous Victims: A History of Zionist-Arab Conflict, 1881-
1999, New York: Random House.
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