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Awakening and to examine its role in strengthening political legitimacy
in Muslim societies. The central question of the research is how, amid
intensifying governance crises, declining public trust, and widening
state—society gaps in many Islamic countries, Jihadi Management can
contribute to the reproduction of political legitimacy and the
enhancement of governance effectiveness within the framework of the
Islamic Awakening. Employing a descriptive—analytical approach and
drawing on the theoretical perspectives of political legitimacy in the
works of Max Weber, David Easton, and Seymour Martin Lipset, the
study analyzes the relationship between Jihadi Management, governance
performance, and political legitimacy in this context. The findings
indicate that Jihadi Management is not merely an operational style or a
managerial approach limited to crisis situations; rather, it represents an
indigenous and civilizational model of Islamic governance shaped within
the discourse of the Islamic Awakening. It is grounded in components
such as people centeredness, a spirit of service, justice orientation,
accountability, organizational agility, problem solving capacity, and field
based presence. These components can foster functional legitimacy by
enhancing governance effectiveness, increasing public trust, and
strengthening social capital.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent decades, governance effectiveness has
become one of the most critical challenges facing
political systems, particularly in Muslim societies.
The accelerating processes of globalization, the
expansion of social media and interactive
communication platforms, rising public awareness
and expectations, and increasing political,
economic, and security pressures from international
actors have created conditions in which reliance
solely on hard power resources can no longer
guarantee stability, authority, and the continuity of
political legitimacy. Consequently, political
systems are compelled to strengthen soft
governance capacities, including efficient public
administration, transparency, institutional
accountability, and the cultivation of citizen
satisfaction. ~Within this context, political
legitimacy in the contemporary world is reproduced
not merely through legal foundations and formal
power structures, but increasingly through public
perceptions of effectiveness, justice, problem-
solving capacity, and governmental
responsiveness. This challenge is particularly acute
in Islamic societies, where the relationship between
religious values, social expectations, and the
demands of modern governance is inherently
complex. A significant governance crisis is evident
in many Islamic countries, characterized by
administrative corruption, bureaucratic
inefficiency, a widening state-society gap,
structural dependency, and declining public trust-
all of which have eroded political legitimacy. In
response to this multifaceted crisis, the concept of
"Jihadi Management" has emerged in the Islamic
Republic of Iran as an indigenous model of
governance capable of addressing these challenges.
However, existing research has largely examined
Jihadi Management at the organizational or
administrative level, neglecting its potential for
reproducing political legitimacy and strengthening
transformative governance in Islamic societies.
Thus, the central question of this research is: How
can Jihadi Management, as a transformative
governance model within the context of the Islamic
Awakening, contribute to strengthening political
legitimacy—particularly functional legitimacy-in
Muslim societies?

Methodology

This research employed a qualitative approach
based on conceptual-documentary analysis to
examine the relationship between Jihadi
Management and political legitimacy within the
context of Islamic governance. The study's research

community consisted of official documents related
to Jihadi Management, the general policies of the
Islamic Republic of Iran's system, theoretical texts
on political legitimacy, and domestic scientific
articles in the fields of management and political
science. Data were collected through systematic
review and analysis of these documentary sources,
with particular emphasis on official statements
regarding Jihadi Management (including speeches
and policy documents from 2012-2014), the general
policies of the Resistance Economy, documents
from the Expediency Discernment Council, and
materials from the Islamic-Iranian Progress Model
center. Additionally, theoretical frameworks on
political ~ legitimacy  from  classical and
contemporary scholars—including Max Weber,
David Easton, and Seymour Martin Lipset—were
examined to establish the analytical foundation for
the research. The data collection process involved
accessing reputable academic databases such as
SID (sid.ir), Noormags (noormags.ir), the official
website of the Office for the Preservation and
Publication of the Supreme Leader's Works, and
official documents from the Expediency
Discernment Council. The analysis followed a
conceptual-analytical approach, systematically
identifying and categorizing the key components,
mechanisms, and relationships between Jihadi
Management's  dimensions  (value-normative,
institutional-managerial, and socio-political) and
their impact on governance effectiveness, social
capital, and ultimately functional legitimacy,
culminating in the development of an indigenous
model for transformative governance in Islamic
societies.

Results and Discussion

The documentary analysis reveals that Jihadi
Management in the Iranian context comprises three
core components: value-based commitment and
ethical responsibility, organizational agility and
decision-making under resource constraints, and
people-centeredness and field-based problem-
solving. These components align with official
statements defining Jihadi Management as
"intensive work with faith, motivation, and
innovation" while also being embedded in the
general policies of the Resistance Economy as a
mechanism for overcoming external pressures. The
findings demonstrate that Jihadi Management
operates through three key mechanisms to
strengthen functional legitimacy. First, by
enhancing managerial accountability and reducing
the gap between decision-makers and the
implementation field, it increases perceived
effectiveness-a  critical factor in citizens'



Mousavi Sharabiani and Ekradi: Jihadi Management as a Transformative Governance Model... 27

acceptance of political authority, particularly in the
age of social media where visibility and public trust
are paramount. Second, Jihadi Management
functions as a mediator for strengthening social
capital, as field-based presence during crises and
tangible problem-solving outcomes generate public
trust and civic participation, which directly
correlates with institutional effectiveness. Third,
the institutionalization of Jihadi Management
within the framework of the Islamic-Iranian
Progress Model is essential for its sustainability;
without structural integration through measurable
indicators, performance evaluation systems, and
management training programs, its impact remains
transient and dependent on individuals. The
proposed indigenous model establishes a clear
causal pathway: value commitment — institutional
agility and problem-solving — increased social
capital and perceived effectiveness — strengthened
functional legitimacy — consolidated political
legitimacy. This model demonstrates that Jihadi
Management is not merely an executive technique
but a strategic mechanism for reproducing political
legitimacy within Islamic governance and
civilizational development, bridging the gap
between Islamic values and administrative
efficiency in Muslim societies.

Conclusion

This research aimed to re-examine the capacities of
Jihadi Management as a transformative governance
model and investigate its role in strengthening
political legitimacy in Islamic societies. The
findings demonstrate that Jihadi Management is not
merely an operational style or crisis-specific
managerial approach but possesses extensive
political, social, and civilizational capacities that
can contribute to reproducing political legitimacy
and enhancing the effectiveness of Islamic

governance. Drawing on the theoretical
frameworks of Max Weber, David Easton, and
Seymour Martin Lipset, the study confirms that
political legitimacy in the contemporary world is no
longer solely dependent on ideological, traditional,
or legal foundations; rather, a political system's
ability to solve public problems, manage crises,
realize justice, and ensure social welfare has
become a crucial source of legitimacy, giving
functional legitimacy a central role in regime
stability. Jihadi Management, with its core
components of people-centeredness, service spirit,
accountability, organizational agility, justice-
orientation, field presence during crises, and
resistance to bureaucratic inertia, can enhance
governance effectiveness—as demonstrated by
Iran's experiences during the Sacred Defense,
sanctions, natural disasters, and strategic
development projects—thereby increasing public
trust and social capital. The research establishes a
bidirectional, interdisciplinary relationship among
management, governance, and political legitimacy,
positioning Jihadi Management as the connecting
link between administrative efficiency and political
legitimacy, capable of bridging the gap between
Islamic ideals and actual governance performance.
The study concludes that institutionalizing Jihadi
Management within governance structures can
strengthen functional legitimacy, enhance social
capital, reduce the state-society gap, and
consolidate political legitimacy in Muslim
societies. However, realizing this potential requires
moving beyond normative discourse and
transforming Jihadi Management into measurable,
sustainable mechanisms embedded in governance
structures, thereby positioning it as an integral
component of Islamic governance and the project
of new Islamic civilization.
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