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legitimacy and necessity of political resistance against various forms of
domination. Political resistance in this framework is defined not only as
a tactical response, but also as a religious and social obligation to preserve
the dignity, independence, and national sovereignty of the Islamic society
in the face of the influence and domination of foreigners (political,
economic, military, and cultural). The rule of negation of the mustache,
derived from verse 141 of Surah An-Nisa and substantiated by the
threefold evidence of tradition, consensus, and reason, constitutes the
main theoretical basis of this approach. This rule emphasizes the
impermissibility of legislating and forging any ruling by the holy
lawgiver that would lead to granting "mustache" to infidels over
believers. The present article, after analyzing the evidence and provisions
of the rule of negation of the mustache, explains its pivotal role in
legitimizing and requiring political resistance. The findings of the
research show that the rule of negating the mustache, while considering
any foreign domination and influence illegitimate from a religious
perspective, proves the necessity of active struggle and resistance to repel
and eliminate this domination. This jurisprudential principle, in practice,
plays a role as a strategic paradigm for formulating the macro policies of
the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The principle of "Nafi-ye Sabil" (negation of
the path), derived from the Quranic verse "And
never will Allah give the disbelievers over the
believers a way" (Quran, 4:141), constitutes a
foundational doctrine in Shia political
jurisprudence that fundamentally prohibits any
form of domination, influence, or supremacy
of non-Muslims over Muslims. However,
while this principle has been extensively
studied in terms of its historical evolution,
jurisprudential evidence, and application in
foreign policy, there remains a significant gap
in systematically explaining its logical and
inferential connection to the obligation of
political resistance as a permanent and
continuous religious duty. The central problem
this research addresses is: how does the rule of
Nafi-ye Sabil, with its dual dimensions—the
negative dimension (prohibition of any means
of domination) and the positive dimension
(obligation to repel and remove such
domination)—transform political resistance
from a mere permissible act into an obligatory
and continuous religious duty in Shia
jurisprudence? Furthermore, what are the
practical implications of this jurisprudential
doctrine for the foreign policy of Islamic
states, particularly in defining the parameters
of legitimate interaction with global powers
and the imperative to maintain Islamic dignity,
independence, and sovereignty?
Understanding this relationship is crucial
because the rule of Nafi-ye Sabil has been
invoked by contemporary Shia authorities,
including Imam Khomeini and Ayatollah
Khamenei, to justify policies such as "Neither
East nor West," resistance economy, and
support for the Axis of Resistance, yet its
systematic jurisprudential foundation for
political resistance remains inadequately
theorized.

Methodology

This research employs an ijtihad-based
(analytical-inferential) method, which is a
qualitative ~ and  fundamental-theoretical
approach rooted in classical Islamic
jurisprudence. The study systematically

examines the primary sources of Shia
jurisprudence—the Holy Quran, the Sunnah
(traditions of the Prophet and Imams),
consensus (ijma), and reason (‘aql)—to derive
and analyze the rule of Nafi-ye Sabil and its
implications for political resistance. The
methodological process involves several
stages: first, the relevant Quranic verses
(particularly verse 141 of Surah Al-Nisa) and
hadiths are extracted and analyzed through
reference to authoritative Shia exegeses
(tafasir) and collections of traditions. Second,
the opinions of prominent Shia jurists across
various chapters of jurisprudence (including
jihad, judiciary, contracts, and marriage) are
reviewed to understand the scope, evidence,
and application of the rule. Third, using the
principles of usul al-figh (methodology of
jurisprudence), including conceptual analysis
of the term "sabil" (path/means) and
identification of the rule's negative and
positive dimensions, the logical connection
between the rule and the obligation of political
resistance is established through
jurisprudential  inference. = Fourth, the
statements of contemporary Shia authorities—
particularly Imam Khomeini and Ayatollah
Khamenei—are utilized as interpretive and
confirmatory sources to demonstrate the
practical application of the rule in
contemporary political contexts. Finally, the
research synthesizes these findings to
articulate the rule's transformative role in
transforming political resistance from a
permissible act to an obligatory religious duty,
while identifying its practical implications for
foreign policy and the maintenance of Islamic
dignity and sovereignty.

Results and Discussion

The findings of this research demonstrate that
the rule of Nafi-ye Sabil (negation of the path)
serves as a comprehensive jurisprudential
doctrine  that fundamentally transforms
political resistance from a permissible act into
an obligatory and continuous religious duty in
Shia jurisprudence. The analysis reveals that
the rule operates through a dual mechanism:
first, its negative dimension (rken-e salbi)
unequivocally  prohibits any form of
domination, influence, or supremacy of non-
Muslims over Muslims, rendering any treaty,
agreement, or behavior that facilitates such
domination as legally void and religiously
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forbidden (haram). Second, and more
significantly, the rule possesses a positive
dimension (rken-e ijabi) that establishes the
obligation (wujub) to actively repel and
remove any existing or potential domination.
This positive dimension is where the rule
directly connects to political resistance, as it
demands that Muslims—and particularly the
Islamic rule—employ all available means to
prevent the establishment of foreign
domination and to eliminate it should it occur.
The discussion highlights that this dual
mechanism transforms resistance into a
perpetual religious obligation that continues as
long as any threat of domination exists. The
research further demonstrates that this rule
provides the foundational jurisprudential basis
for key contemporary Islamic policies,
including the principle of "Neither East nor
West" (which negates political and ideological
domination), resistance economy (which
represents the obligation of economic self-
sufficiency to sever economic domination),
and support for the Axis of Resistance (which
embodies the duty to counter external
aggression). The discussion also emphasizes
that the rule's application requires continuous
ijtihad to identify new manifestations of
domination—such as cyber infiltration,
technological dependency, and unequal trade
agreements—and to develop novel forms of
resistance, including resistance diplomacy,
economic warfare, and cultural jihad.
Importantly, the findings reveal that the rule is
not merely a subsidiary jurisprudential
principle but rather a comprehensive political-
social doctrine that establishes a clear red line
in Islamic jurisprudence: all interactions with
non-Muslim states and institutions must align
with the principles of non-domination and the
preservation of Islamic dignity and
sovereignty. The discussion concludes by
underscoring that the rule of Nafi-ye Sabil
imposes a profound responsibility upon the
Islamic  community to actively and
continuously resist all forms of foreign
domination, whether military, political,
economic, or cultural, thereby ensuring the
preservation of Muslim dignity and the
independence of Islamic society.

Conclusion

This research concludes that the rule of Nafi-
ye Sabil (negation of the path) constitutes far
more than a subsidiary jurisprudential

principle; it represents a comprehensive and
strategic doctrine within Shia political
jurisprudence that fundamentally establishes
the obligation of political resistance as a
permanent religious duty. The study
demonstrates that the rule operates through a
dual mechanism: its negative dimension
categorically prohibits any form of domination
or influence of non-Muslims over Muslims,
rendering all treaties, agreements, or behaviors
that facilitate such domination as legally void
and religiously forbidden; while its positive
dimension establishes the binding obligation to
actively repel and remove any existing or
potential domination. This dual mechanism
transforms resistance from a mere permissible
act into a continuous religious obligation that
endures as long as any threat of domination
exists. The rule's practical implications extend
across multiple dimensions: it provides the
jurisprudential foundation for policies such as
"Neither East nor West" (negating political and
ideological domination), resistance economy
(obligation of economic self-sufficiency), and
support for the Axis of Resistance (duty to
counter external aggression). Furthermore, the
research emphasizes that the rule demands
continuous  ijtihad to  identify new
manifestations of domination—including
cyber infiltration, technological dependency,
and unequal trade agreements—and to develop
novel forms of resistance such as resistance
diplomacy, economic warfare, and cultural
jihad. The rule establishes a clear
jurisprudential red line: all interactions with
non-Muslim states and institutions must align
with the principles of non-domination and the
preservation of Islamic dignity, honor, and
sovereignty. Ultimately, the rule imposes a
profound responsibility upon the Islamic
community and its ruler to actively and
continuously resist all forms of foreign
domination across political, economic,
military, and cultural spheres. This resistance,
as the research confirms, is not a matter of
choice but a binding religious obligation that
ensures the preservation of Muslim dignity, the
independence of Islamic society, and the
realization of divine sovereignty on earth. The
rule thus serves as both a theoretical
foundation and a practical operational
framework for Islamic governance, guiding
foreign policy, economic strategy, and cultural
policy toward the maintenance of dignity and
the rejection of all forms of subjugation.
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