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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

The present study aims to examine the relationship between diplomacy
PP: 48-63 and the battlefield in resolving regional conflicts based on the approach
of General Qassem Soleimani during 2010-2020. The main research
Use your device to scan and read | question is: how has the relationship between diplomacy and the

the article online battlefield been in managing regional conflicts according to Soleimani’s
—. practice? The main problem is to identify how the interaction and mutual
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reinforcement of diplomacy and field operations contribute to the

management of regional disputes, with emphasis on the foreign policy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran. Using Joseph Nye’s theoretical framework

=] of smart power, this qualitative research employs an analytical-
descriptive method. Data were collected through library research and
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Soleimani achieved a successful smart power model by strategically
combining hard and soft power. By forming strategic alliances with proxy
groups such as Hezbollah and the Houthis, as well as utilizing cultural
and media diplomacy, he significantly influenced regional developments

Foreign Policy : .

and strengthened the Resistance Axis. The study shows that battlefield-
Article History: oriented diplomacy in Soleimani’s practice fostered cohesion among
git“:ti)‘;‘;: 2025 local groups and bolstered strategic partnerships, leading to reduced
Accepted: tensions, effective conflict management, and consolidation of Iran’s
l;lel;;r;lll::(r]_é, 2025 strategic position in the Middle East. The results underscore the

importance of smart power and the interplay between diplomacy and the
battlefield as an effective crisis management tool, offering a practical
model for policymakers designing regional strategies.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Middle East, as one of the most complex
and volatile regions in the international
system, has been characterized by deep-seated
historical disputes, geopolitical rivalries,
ideological conflicts, and intense competition
among regional and global powers. The
abundance of strategic resources and the
region's critical geopolitical location have
consistently attracted the attention of major
powers, intensifying rivalries and transforming
the Middle East into a persistent crisis zone. In
this turbulent environment, managing regional
conflicts has become an indispensable
necessity, particularly for regional actors
seeking to protect their national interests and
strategic position. The Islamic Republic of
Iran, as a key player in the Middle East, has
faced significant challenges in navigating
these complexities while countering external
pressures and threats. A critical challenge has
been the effective integration of diplomatic
efforts with field operations to manage
conflicts and advance strategic objectives.
General Qassem Soleimani, as the commander
of the Quds Force and a prominent strategist,
played a pivotal role in addressing this
challenge by developing a distinctive approach
that combined military operations with
diplomatic engagement. However, despite
extensive studies on Soleimani's activities,
existing research has largely examined his
military or diplomatic roles in isolation, failing
to provide a comprehensive understanding of
how the interaction and mutual reinforcement
between diplomacy and battlefield operations
functioned in his practice. Consequently, the
central problem this research addresses is: how
did the relationship between diplomacy and the
battlefield manifest in managing regional
conflicts based on General Soleimani's
approach during 2010-2020, and what
implications does this hold for Iran's foreign
policy?

Methodology

This research employed a qualitative approach
with an analytical-descriptive method to
examine the relationship between diplomacy

and the battlefield in managing regional
conflicts, focusing on General Qassem
Soleimani's approach during 2010-2020. The
study utilized Joseph Nye's theoretical
framework of smart power, which combines
hard and soft power elements, as the analytical
lens for understanding the interaction between
diplomatic efforts and field operations. Data
were collected through library research and
documentary analysis, drawing from credible
academic sources, official documents, and
existing studies on Iran's foreign policy,
regional conflicts, and Soleimani's strategic
activities. The research community included
relevant academic articles, books, policy
papers, and historical records related to Iran's
regional strategy, the Resistance Axis, and the
roles of proxy groups such as Hezbollah and
the Houthis. The collected data were
systematically analyzed using a conceptual-
analytical  approach,  which  involved
identifying key patterns, strategies, and
mechanisms in Soleimani's practice, and
organizing them according to the smart power
framework. The analytical process focused on
examining how hard power elements (military
operations, support for proxy groups, and
security measures) were integrated with soft
power instruments (cultural diplomacy, media
engagement, and public diplomacy) to achieve
strategic  objectives in conflict zones,
particularly in Iraq and Syria. This
methodological approach allowed for a
comprehensive understanding of the interplay
between diplomacy and field operations, and
facilitated the identification of successes,
challenges, and practical lessons from
Soleimani's approach for policymakers and
diplomats  designing  effective  crisis
management strategies in the Middle East.

Results and Discussion

The findings reveal that battlefield-oriented
diplomacy, as a strategic instrument in Iran's
foreign policy, has played a significant role in
strengthening the Resistance Axis and
managing regional crises by effectively
combining hard and soft power elements into a
smart power approach. General Qassem
Soleimani emerged as the central figure in this
strategy, successfully creating synergy
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between diplomatic initiatives and military
operations through cultural and religious
commonalities, strategic networking, and
field-based engagement with local actors. In
Iraq, Soleimani's support for popular
mobilization forces, particularly Hashd al-
Shaabi, and his advisory role to the Iraqi
government proved instrumental in combating
ISIS, establishing relative stability, and
reducing American influence. In Syria, his
support for Bashar al-Assad's regime and
coordination with allied forces prevented the
regime's collapse, strengthened Iran's strategic
position, and contained terrorist threats. The
analysis demonstrates that Soleimani's
approach relied on creating cohesive networks
among resistance groups, utilizing public
diplomacy and media platforms like Al-Alam
and Press TV to shape regional narratives, and
leveraging shared religious and cultural values
to gain popular support. These mechanisms
enabled Iran to extend its influence without
direct large-scale military intervention,
effectively countering the influence of regional
rivals such as Saudi Arabia and Israel while
neutralizing Western geopolitical pressures.
However, the study also identifies significant
challenges, including economic constraints
from international sanctions, negative
international media campaigns, weaknesses in
public diplomacy infrastructure, limited
coordination between diplomatic and military
institutions, and the approach's tendency
toward short-term outcomes due to its
dependence on local actors and field
commanders. Despite these challenges, the
findings confirm that Soleimani's integration
of diplomacy and battlefield operations offers
a successful indigenous model for crisis
management,  fundamentally  reshaping
regional power dynamics in Iran's favor and
providing valuable lessons for policymakers in
designing future regional strategies.

Conclusion

This research examined the relationship
between diplomacy and the battlefield in
managing regional conflicts based on General
Qassem Soleimani's approach during 2010—
2020, utilizing Joseph Nye's theoretical
framework of smart power. The findings
conclusively demonstrate that battlefield-

oriented diplomacy, as a strategic combination
of hard and soft power, has been instrumental
in advancing Iran's foreign policy objectives,
strengthening the Resistance Axis, and
consolidating Iran's position as a key player in
the Middle East. General Soleimani's
distinctive approach successfully integrated
military  operations  with  diplomatic
engagement, cultural diplomacy, and media
strategies, creating strategic alliances with
proxy groups such as Hezbollah, Hashd al-
Shaabi, and the Houthis, while leveraging
shared religious and cultural values to gain
popular support across the region. In Iraq, his
support for popular mobilization forces proved
critical in combating ISIS, establishing relative
stability, and reducing American influence,
while in Syria, his backing of Bashar al-
Assad's regime prevented its collapse and
strengthened Iran's strategic position. The
study confirms that Soleimani's networking
capabilities, charismatic leadership, and ability
to create cohesion among diverse resistance
groups fundamentally reshaped regional power
dynamics in Iran's favor, effectively
countering the influence of regional rivals and
Western powers. However, the research also
identifies persistent challenges, including
economic constraints from international
sanctions, negative international media
campaigns, weaknesses in public diplomacy
infrastructure, limited institutional
coordination between diplomatic and military
bodies, and the approach's tendency toward
short-term outcomes due to its dependence on
local actors. The study concludes that
Soleimani's model of battlefield-oriented
diplomacy offers a practical, indigenous
framework for crisis management that can
inform future regional strategies. To enhance
this approach, the research recommends
increased investment in public diplomacy and
international media, redefinition of
neighborhood policies emphasizing shared
cultural and religious values, strengthened
coordination between diplomats and military
commanders through formal institutions,
development of joint economic and cultural
projects with regional countries, and
systematic utilization of successful battlefield
diplomacy experiences in formulating new
foreign policy strategies.
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