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anti-apartheid movement in South Africa and the Boycott, Divestment,
and Sanctions (BDS) movement in Palestine against Israel in the Context
of Islamic Awakening. The research aims to examine the extent to which
the successful experience of sanctions against the apartheid regime can
be utilized to design effective strategies in the struggle against occupation
and discrimination in Palestine. Using the theoretical framework of
critical political economy and a comparative case study method, the
article critiques the common analogical approach and analyzes the
structural, political, and social similarities and differences between the
two. The findings indicate that the success of sanctions in South Africa
depended on an organic connection with a broad popular movement and
a strategy to change the internal power structure, whereas in Palestine,
despite mobilizing capacities of Islamic Awakening to strengthen
transnational solidarity, geographic dispersion, lack of unified leadership,
and Israel’s strong dependence on Western support have posed serious
challenges to the effectiveness of sanctions. The article also emphasizes
that using historical experiences must be done with caution and
awareness of the specific conditions of each case, and designing effective
strategies for BDS requires critical revision and adaptation to the realities
of Palestine and Israel. This approach can enhance the effectiveness of
sanctions and help achieve the movement’s goals.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions
(BDS) movement, launched in 2005 by
Palestinian civil society, explicitly draws
inspiration from the successful anti-apartheid
struggle in South Africa, aiming to pressure
Israel through economic and political isolation.
However, the simplistic historical analogy
between the two cases obscures critical
structural, political, and socioeconomic
differences that fundamentally shape the
effectiveness of sanctions. While South
Africa's apartheid regime succumbed to a
combination of international pressure and a
robust, unified internal liberation movement
led by the African National Congress (ANC)
with a coherent revolutionary strategy, the
Palestinian context is markedly different. The
Palestinian national movement suffers from
geographic fragmentation, a lack of unified
leadership, and a weakened internal popular
mobilization, partly due to the Palestinian
Authority's dependency and co-optation.
Furthermore, Israel's deep integration into the
global capitalist economy, its advanced and
diversified economic structure, and
unwavering political and military support from
Western powers, particularly the United
States, render it significantly more resilient to
external economic pressure. The central
problem this research addresses is: to what
extent can the BDS movement, operating
within the complex and often contradictory
context of the Islamic Awakening (which
offers both mobilizing potential and risks of
fragmentation), effectively learn from and
apply the South African experience to achieve
tangible political change, given these profound
structural and political divergences?

Methodology

This research employs a comparative case
study (CCS) approach, which involves the
systematic comparison of two or more cases to
identify causal patterns, similarities, and
differences. The study adopts a qualitative
research design, utilizing document analysis
and secondary source review as the primary
methods of data collection. The selected cases

for comparison are: (1) the anti-apartheid
movement in South Africa, specifically the
BDS campaign against the apartheid regime,
and (2) the Palestinian BDS movement against
Israel. The research follows the six-step
framework for CCS proposed by Goodrick
(2014), which includes: clarifying key
evaluation  questions and  objectives;
identifying initial assumptions or theories to
focus the study; defining the types of cases to
be included; determining how evidence will be
collected, analyzed, and synthesized within
and across cases; examining and testing
alternative explanations for the findings; and
reporting the results. Data sources include
official documents and statements of liberation
movements (such as the ANC's Freedom
Charter and BDS campaign declarations),
academic research and critical studies on
sanctions and the political economy of both
regimes, reports from international and human
rights organizations, and historical analyses
and narratives from activists and movement
leaders. The analytical framework is grounded
in critical political economy, which examines
sanctions not merely as diplomatic tools but as
phenomena embedded in class structures,
global capitalism, and internal social
dynamics. Rather than simply accepting
common analogies, the research seeks to
demonstrate how structural differences
between the two cases influence the
effectiveness of sanctions and to explore how
past experiences can inform more effective
strategies in the current context.

Results and Discussion

The findings reveal a fundamental asymmetry
between the two cases, demonstrating that the
South  African experience cannot be
mechanically replicated in Palestine. In South
Africa, BDS operated as a complementary
mechanism within a coherent, multi-
dimensional liberation strategy led by the
African National Congress (ANC), which
combined mass  mobilization, armed
resistance, underground organization, and
international solidarity. The ANC's Marxist
analysis identified the apartheid regime as an
alliance of class interests, and sanctions were
strategically designed to fracture this coalition
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by targeting the economic interests of the
ruling elite, ultimately compelling the white
bourgeoisie to negotiate. In stark contrast, the
Palestinian BDS movement operates in a
context of fragmented leadership,
geographical dispersion, and the absence of a
unified popular movement. The Palestinian
Authority's co-optation and dependency, along
with the weakening of organized labor and
civil society, have undermined internal
mobilization. Israel's deep integration into
global capitalist networks, diversified
economy, and unwavering Western support
have rendered it resilient to economic pressure,
with BDS causing only marginal financial
damage (approximately 0.004% of Israel's
economy). The discussion highlights that
while the Islamic Awakening context offers
discursive and mobilizing potential for
transnational  solidarity, its  inherent
heterogeneity and geopolitical rivalries risk
replacing  substantive organization with
symbolic  empathy. Consequently, the
effectiveness of BDS in Palestine depends
critically on its integration into a broader
political project, clear strategic goals, and
sustainable grassroots mobilization, rather
than reliance on economic pressure alone.

Conclusion

This comparative study concludes that the
effectiveness of economic  resistance,
particularly the BDS movement, is contingent
upon its integration into a broader, coherent
political strategy and organic connection with
grassroots popular mobilization, rather than
operating as an isolated tactical tool. The South
African  experience  demonstrates  that

sanctions succeeded not because of economic
pressure  alone, but because they
complemented a unified liberation movement
with clear strategic goals, mass organization,
and the capacity to fracture the ruling coalition
from within. In Palestine, however, the BDS
movement  faces  profound  structural
constraints: fragmented leadership,
geographical dispersion, weakened internal
mobilization, and Israel's deep integration into
global capitalist networks with unwavering
Western support. While the context of Islamic
Awakening offers significant potential for
transnational solidarity and moral
mobilization, its effectiveness depends on
transitioning from symbolic empathy to
institutionalized networks, precise targeting,
and strategic coordination, avoiding the pitfalls
of geopolitical rivalries and discursive
fragmentation. The research underscores that
BDS cannot substitute for organized political
struggle; rather, it must serve as a
complementary ~ mechanism  within a
comprehensive liberation project. For BDS to
achieve tangible structural change in Palestine,
it requires: (1) clear, phased, and assessable
objectives;  (2)  sustainable  grassroots
organization within Palestinian society; (3)
strategic focus on breaking key economic-
political nodes of the Israeli regime; and (4)
realistic utilization of Islamic Awakening's
capacities while maintaining independence
from state-led geopolitical agendas. Without
these elements, economic sanctions risk
remaining primarily symbolic and ethical,
failing to translate into meaningful
transformation of power relations.
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®_ PNA: Palestinian National Authority
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