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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

This study seeks to re-examine the trajectory of Islamic radicalism in
PP: 16-36 Afghanistan through an analytical exploration of the ideological and
political confrontation between two dominant currents: the traditionalist
Use your device to scan and read | Tight-wing radicalism embodied by the Taliban and the left-leaning

the article online Islamist revolutionary movements commonly identified as the
Mujahideen. While both currents emerged within the broader socio-
3053 =] political upheavals intensified during the Cold War, they represented

divergent interpretations of political Islam, state formation, and the
relationship between religion and modern governance. The Mujahideen
o initially mobilized in resistance to the Soviet-backed regime of the

People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan, combined Islamist discourse
with revolutionary and, in some factions, quasi-leftist organizational
structures, reflecting both indigenous reformist impulses and the strategic
patronage of external actors such as the United States and Pakistan. In
contrast, the Taliban articulated a more rigid, traditionalist, and
jurisprudentially conservative project that prioritized the imposition of a
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conflict within the interplay of domestic fragmentation and international
geopolitical competition, the present study argues that the Afghan
experience of Islamic radicalism must be understood as a dynamic and
internally contested phenomenon rather than a monolithic ideological
project.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The political history of Afghanistan,
particularly from the late 19th to the late 20th
century, is characterized by a persistent cycle
of instability, authoritarianism, and foreign
intervention. A critical period of this turmoil
was the rise and fall of the communist regime
and the subsequent emergence of radical
Islamist movements, most notably the Taliban.
This study investigates the complex interplay
of factors that led to the decline of the leftist
Mujahideen-e Khalq (the People's Democratic
Party of Afghanistan) and the ascendance of
the right-wing traditionalist Taliban .The core
problem lies in understanding why the
Marxist-Leninist ideology, despite Soviet
backing, failed to establish a sustainable social
base, ultimately provoking a widespread,
religiously-motivated backlash that was co-
opted by various actors. Conversely, the
radical Islamist groups, initially united by anti-
Soviet resistance, fragmented into conflicting
factions, creating a power vacuum and eroding
their popular legitimacy. This paved the way
for the Taliban, who capitalized on public
exhaustion from civil war and promised a
return to order based on a strict interpretation
of Islamic law. The central issue is to analyze
how internal structural weaknesses (such as
ethnic and tribal divisions), coupled with
intense external interventions by superpowers
(the USSR and the USA) and regional players
(like Pakistan), created a fertile ground for the
violent rise and eventual dominance of the
Taliban, transforming Afghanistan into a
prolonged theater of conflict and genocide.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-historical
method, utilizing a qualitative approach to
analyze the complex factors that led to the rise
of the Taliban and the decline of leftist forces
in Afghanistan. Data is gathered through
extensive document and library research,
drawing upon primary and secondary sources
including historical records, political treatises,
academic dissertations, and published books.
The analytical framework is structured around
three  independent  variables—historical,
internal (domestic), and external
(international) factors—that are examined to

explain the dependent variable: the emergence
and consolidation of Taliban power. The
historical ~analysis traces Afghanistan's
political development from its independence in
1880, through the Cold War era, to the fall of
the communist regime, focusing on structural
features like ethnic composition and religious
diversity. The internal dimension scrutinizes
authoritarian governance, state repression,
ideological conflicts with traditional society,
and intra-party factionalism. The external
dimension assesses the impact of superpower
rivalries (US-USSR), regional interventions
(particularly by Pakistan), and international
support  networks. By  systematically
investigating the interaction between these
three levels of analysis—historical, internal,
and external—the research aims to provide a
comprehensive  understanding of  how
Afghanistan's  deep-rooted socio-political
vulnerabilities and external manipulations
converged to produce the protracted instability
and violent extremism that continues to shape
the country's tragic history.

Results and Discussion

The findings reveal that the Taliban's rise and
the concurrent decline of leftist forces in
Afghanistan resulted from a complex interplay
of historical, internal, and external factors,
none of which alone could account for the
country's protracted instability. Historically,
Afghanistan's deeply entrenched ethnic and
tribal fragmentation, combined with a
predominantly conservative Sunni Muslim
population, created a social fabric inherently
resistant to Marxist-Leninist ideology.
Internally, the communist regime (1978-1992)
committed critical strategic errors: its
aggressively secular and anti-religious policies
provoked widespread backlash, its brutal
suppression of religious leaders and traditional
elites alienated the populace, and its failure to
establish any meaningful social base left it
entirely dependent on Soviet military support.
Simultaneously, the Mujahideen's factionalism
and post-communist infighting eroded their
legitimacy, transforming them from liberators
into warlords and creating a power vacuum.
Externally, the Cold War rivalry transformed
Afghanistan into a proxy battlefield; Soviet
intervention aimed at geopolitical expansion,
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while American and Pakistani support for the
Mujahideen prolonged the conflict and
radicalized the resistance. Crucially, the
discussion highlights that the Taliban's initial
success stemmed from their ability to
capitalize on popular war-weariness and the
Mujahideen's failures, presenting themselves
as a puritanical alternative to endemic
corruption and chaos. However, their
subsequent ethnic chauvinism and extreme
interpretation of Islamic law ultimately
replicated the cycle of repression and violence,
demonstrating that both radical leftist and
rightist projects fundamentally failed to align
with Afghanistan's complex socio-political
realities, ensuring the perpetuation of conflict
and foreign dependency.

Conclusion

This study concludes that Afghanistan's
chronic political instability and the eventual
rise of the Taliban cannot be attributed to any
single cause but rather emerge from a
destructive  convergence of  structural
weaknesses, internal policy failures, and
relentless external interference. Internally, the
country's deeply fragmented ethnic and tribal
composition, coupled with its profoundly
conservative religious culture, created an
inhospitable  environment for imposed

ideologies.  The  communist regime's
aggressive secularism, brutal repression of
religious leaders, and failure to build a social
base provoked a powerful Islamist backlash,
while  the  Mujahideen's subsequent
factionalism and descent into warlordism
eroded their legitimacy and exhausted the
population. Externally, Cold War rivalries
transformed Afghanistan into a proxy
battlefield, with the Soviet Union, United
States, and Pakistan each fueling conflict to
serve their geopolitical interests rather than
Afghan stability. The Taliban emerged not as a
natural expression of Islamic revivalism, but as
a product of this volatile mix—a reactionary
force that capitalized on popular war-
weariness and the Mujahideen's failures.
However, their own ethnic chauvinism,
extreme interpretations of Islamic law, and
brutal governance replicated the same cycles
of repression and violence. Ultimately, the
research demonstrates that neither radical
leftist nor rightist projects succeeded in forging
a viable national state, as both fundamentally
disregarded Afghanistan's complex socio-
political fabric. Breaking this cycle requires
addressing structural inequities, curbing
foreign manipulation, and fostering inclusive
governance that respects the country's
profound ethnic and religious diversity.
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