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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Genocide has been one of the tools of
oppressive powers to break down faithful
resistance, and this crime is so reprehensible
that the very perpetrators have tried to portray
themselves as its victims. Therefore, the
present article, utilizing Quranic, historical,
and contemporary research sources and
employing a descriptive-analytical method,
conducts a comparative study of the genocide
of the innocent in the event of the Companions
of the Ditch (Ashab al-Ukhdud) - aimed at
destroying the believing Christians of Najran
by the Jewish ruler Dhu Nuwas - and the events
in Gaza - aimed at the gradual destruction of
the Muslim Palestinian society by the Zionist
regime — in order to analyze the similarities
between these two events within the
framework of the interpretation of Surah al-
Buruj and the Genocide Convention. The study
shows that both are instances of organized
genocide with political-religious motives, but
that the faithful resistance of the victims in
both periods led to the failure of the leaders of
genocide.

Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach, utilizing library and documentary
methods to examine genocide in the two
contexts of Ashab al-Ukhdud and the events in
Gaza, aiming to identify common patterns
through comparative analysis. Data were
collected from primary sources (the Quran,
Islamic  historical texts, and official
international reports on Gaza) and secondary
sources (Quranic exegeses, academic books,
and articles). Qualitative content analysis was
employed for the Quranic and historical texts
related to the Ukhdud event, while historical
analysis and comparative analysis were used to
reconstruct each event within its specific
context and systematically compare motives,
methods, justifications, and consequences.
This framework enables the extraction of
shared semantic patterns and avoids simplistic
analogies between the two periods.

Results and Discussion

The findings of this comparative study reveal
that both the event of Ashab al-Ukhdud and the
contemporary events in Gaza are clear
instances of organized genocide committed by
Jewish rulers against believing communities-
Christians in the former and Muslims in the
latter-with the shared motive of destroying a
religiously faithful population due solely to
their adherence to their faith. In Ukhdud, Dhu
Nuwas, the Jewish king of Himyar, executed
this intent by digging fiery trenches and
burning believing Christians, while in Gaza,
the Zionist regime has employed siege, aerial
bombardment using incendiary materials,
destruction of vital infrastructure, and mass
killings of civilians, resulting in over 67,000
confirmed deaths between October 2023 and
October 2025. Both cases meet the legal
definition of genocide under the 1948
Genocide Convention, as they involve the
intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national,
ethnic, or religious group, and both have been
condemned by both the Quran (Surah al-Buruj)
and international human rights bodies, with the
UN Human Rights Council formally declaring
Israel responsible for genocide against
Palestinians. Despite the vast temporal gap, the
justifications used by the perpetrators show
striking similarity: religious justification
(destroying Christians for their faith) in
Ukhdud  versus  security  justification
(destroying Palestinian civilians under the
pretext of alleged security threats) in Gaza,
alongside a notable difference in self-
perception-while the Jewish rulers of Himyar
did not claim victimhood, Zionists actively
portray themselves as victims of genocide.
Ultimately, however, both cases demonstrate
that faithful resistance-whether by the
Christians of Najran or the Muslims of Gaza-
has proven resilient, failing to achieve the
perpetrators' goal of eradicating the collective
faith, identity, and will of the believing
communities, as the culture, memory, and
resistance of the victims have persisted despite
the most brutal and organized genocidal
campaigns.
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Conclusion

The findings of this research demonstrate that
a comparative study of the event of Ashab al-
Ukhdud and the events in Gaza enables the
identification of common patterns in the
application of organized violence against
believing communities. In both cases, a
political power that considered itself affiliated
with Judaism, utilizing military, ideological,
and structural tools, sought the complete or
partial destruction of a religious group whose
only "crime" was adherence to their religious
faith. In the Ukhdud event, the Jewish ruler
Dhu Nuwas, through the collective burning of
the Christian community of Najran, committed
a clear instance of religious genocide-a crime
that the Holy Quran strongly condemns and
declares its perpetrators worthy of divine
curse. In contemporary times, the policies of
the Zionist regime in the Gaza Strip-including
prolonged siege, widespread bombing,
destruction of vital infrastructure, and mass
killing of civilians-based on international legal
criteria, possess components that can be

analyzed within a spectrum ranging from war
crimes to conditions generative of genocide.
The reports of human rights institutions and
international ~ organizations,  particularly
between 2023 and 2025, have emphasized the
catastrophic human dimensions of this
situation and the necessity of legal
accountability. The comparative conclusion of
these two events shows that although the tools
and methods of applying violence have
transformed over time, the logic of eliminating
the "believing other" and suppressing religious
resistance has maintained a historical
continuity. However, these crimes have not led
to the complete destruction of the victim
communities; rather, they have strengthened
religious identity, collective memory, and the
continuation of faithful resistance. From this
perspective, both the Ukhdud event and the
events in Gaza bear witness that genocide,
despite its intensity and organization, has
failed in achieving its ultimate goal-namely,
the eradication of the faith and collective will
of the believers.
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