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Every year, Muslims in this ceremony, on the one hand, announce their
existence to the world in different dimensions, and on the other hand, the
presence of the pilgrims themselves in this ceremony causes their
influence and mutual influence. Therefore, this ceremony has different
functions such as religious, social and political functions, etc.; But the
experts of the Islamic world have paid less attention to the political
functions of'this ceremony. For this purpose, this research seeks to answer
the question, what are the political functions of the Arbaeen walking
ceremony from the perspective of political science experts? (Problem).
To answer, the sociological approach and Shannon's Delphi method were
used (method). The findings showed that the most important political
functions of this ceremony, from the point of view of political science
experts, is the increase of the soft power of the Islamic world; unifying
Muslims; Strengthening Shiite identity; Islamic awakening; Sacrifice-
martyrdom; resistance and anti-tyranny; Enjoining the famous and
forbidding the evil; Demonstrating Iraq's security, strengthening Iran-Iraq
relations; Education and political staffing and reforming the society and
laying the foundation for the emergence of Imam Zaman (A.S.) are
(findings).
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Arbaeen walking ceremony, as one of the
largest religious gatherings in the world, has
been analyzed through various perspectives.
While some view it solely as a devotional ritual
or a historical event, and others apply a
sociological lens, a more comprehensive
approach integrates history and sociology,
viewing the ritual as both an enduring
historical event and a collective action that
challenges secular sociological paradigms.
Despite its multifaceted nature-encompassing
religious, cultural, and social dimensions-
experts have largely neglected a systematic
analysis of its political functions. This gap
exists even though contemporary global
politics, particularly efforts by hegemonic
powers to undermine Islamic unity and distort
religious symbols, have made the political
dimension of Arbaeen increasingly prominent.
The massive, multi-million participation in
recent years demonstrates the ritual’s power to
foster Islamic unity and awakening,
necessitating a direct and  scholarly
investigation into its political functions from
the perspective of political science experts.
Therefore, this study seeks to answer the core
question: what are the political functions of the
Arbaeen walking ceremony from the
viewpoint of political science scholars?

Methodology

This research employed the Delphi method and
Shannon's entropy technique to identify the
political functions of the Arbaeen walking
ceremony from the perspective of political
science experts. The panel consisted of ten
Iranian political science elites, all holding
PhDs, actively engaged in academic research
on Arbaeen, and having personally
participated in the pilgrimage. In the first
stage, the researchers conducted semi-
structured interviews to extract the experts'
views on the ceremony's political functions,
which were then combined with findings from
a literature review. This process yielded 13
initial political functions. In the second stage,
a closed-ended Likert-scale questionnaire
(ranging from 1 to 5) based on these 13

functions was administered to the same panel.
The collected data were then analyzed using
Shannon's entropy formula-a mathematical
method for weighting criteria that provides
greater precision than traditional frequency or
mean-based approaches. This analysis enabled
the researchers to calculate the information
load and final weight of each political function,
thereby determining their relative importance
and consensus level among the experts.

Results and Discussion

The analysis, using Shannon's entropy
technique, identified twelve political functions
for the Arbaecen walking ceremony, as three
initially proposed functions—"blurring of
class, ethnicity, and nationality" was retained
while "reduction of Muslim differences (Shia-
Sunni)" and "political-social division of labor"
were deprioritized due to low consensus.
According to the expert panel, the three most
significant political functions, in order of
importance, were: "increasing the soft power
of the Islamic world," "strengthening Shia
identity," and "unifying Muslims." These were
followed closely by "Islamic awakening,"
"sacrifice and martyrdom-seeking,"
"resistance and anti-tyranny," and "enjoining
good and forbidding evil." The findings
indicate that the Arbaeen ceremony functions
as a manifestation of soft power, attracting
millions annually not through coercion but
through shared values and the magnetic appeal
of Imam Hussein (AS). By bringing together
diverse nationalities, ethnicities, and even non-
Muslims under the slogan "Love of Hussein
unites us,” the ritual actively constructs a
transnational Shia and Islamic identity while
challenging sectarian divisions. Furthermore,
the ceremony serves as a form of political
education and  awakening, renewing
participants' commitment to resistance against
oppression and injustice. The authors conclude
that these functions are not merely symbolic
but contribute to the structural preparation of
Muslim societies for the emergence of Imam
Mahdi (AJ), positioning Arbaeen as a dynamic
political force in contemporary Islamic
civilization.

Conclusion
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The Arbaecen walking ceremony, due to its
historical, trans-religious, and transnational
nature, possesses diverse functions, yet its
political dimensions have been largely
overlooked by scholars. This study identified
twelve political functions from the perspective
of political science experts, with the most
significant being the enhancement of the
Islamic world's soft power, the strengthening
of Shia identity, and the wunification of
Muslims. The findings demonstrate that
Arbaeen transcends a mere religious ritual,
serving as a collective movement toward
divine purpose-a magnetic attraction to Imam
Hussein (AS) that draws individuals regardless
of language, ethnicity, or sect. This pilgrimage
represents the rejection of global arrogance

(Yazidi culture) and the emergence of a new,
justice-oriented Islamic identity. It functions as
a form of Islamic awakening, reforming
individual lifestyles and mobilizing nations
toward the straight path. Ultimately, the
authors conclude that the political functions of
Arbaeen are not isolated outcomes but
interconnected processes that prepare the
ground for the emergence of Imam Mahdi
(AJ). The ceremony embodies the journey
"from God to God" (inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi
raji'un), signaling that Muslims are actively
moving beyond the hegemony of Western
civilization to establish a new global order
centered on truth, justice, and the universal call
of Karbala.
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