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Abstract

In the past few decades, the most important factor influencing the
evolution of Iran's geopolitical situation, which has formed the
basis of Iran's interactions with global and regional powers, has
been the ideas of the Imams of the Revolution. Also, after the
victory of the Islamic Revolution, the Islamic resistance, by
utilizing the intellectual system of Imam Khomeini (may God have
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[=]% 2 =] mercy on him) and Imam Khamenei (may God protect him), has
led to the formation of a resistance front in the West Asian region
] centered on the Islamic Republic of Iran. (Problem); This article,

using a descriptive-analytical method, seeks to answer the question
of how the defense-security thought of the Imams of the Revolution
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of'the resistance front? (Question and Method); The results indicate
that the defense-security thought of the Imams of the Revolution
emphasizes, above all, the active and dynamic nature of the
resistance. The defense-security thought of the Imams of the
Revolution, not only as a theory, but also as an operational
roadmap, has been the main factor in changing the balance of power
in the West Asian region in favor of the resistance front. By
providing a security paradigm, this thought has led to the
continuity, cohesion, and continuous progress of this front against
hostile coalitions. (Results);
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Islamic Revolution of Iran can be
regarded as one of the most significant events
of the twentieth century (Ghorbani-Sepehr et
al., 2019). Unlike the dominant ideologies of
the era, such as capitalism and communism,
the revolution was rooted in the ideology of
Pure Muhammadan Islam and emerged in
opposition to a regime ideologically
dependent on the West, particularly the United
States, and militarily recognized as the
“regional gendarme.” Grounded in Islamic
teachings, the revolution carried a deeply
cultural nature. According to Frangois Tual,
the victory of Imam Khomeini’s revolution in
Iran constitutes one of the most important
events of the latter half of the twentieth
century and is arguably the most significant in
Shia history (Tual, 2004).

For Imam Khomeini, the preservation and
sustainability of the Islamic system, or the
“safeguarding of the sacred Islamic
Republic,” constituted the fundamental basis
of security, encompassing not only the safety
of Iranian citizens and the state but also
extending to the security and interests of
Muslims worldwide. Hence, the security of
the Islamic Republic of Iran contributes to
broader Islamic security (Vasegh & Hosseini
Nasrabadi, 2016). Central to Khomeini’s
doctrine is the perspective on a stable sense of
security in human interactions at individual,
societal, and international levels, emphasizing
self-reliance and the rejection of domination
or subjugation (Firouzabadi, 2012). The
revolutionary movement inspired increased
awareness and dynamism among Islamic
communities, stimulating political activism
among both Shia and Sunni populations
(Ahmadi, 2011).

Consequently, the Iranian Revolution carries
a transnational character, transcending
national boundaries to pursue objectives and
ideals relevant to broader human and societal
communities. Its transformative mission
extends beyond structural and normative
change within Iran, aiming to influence other
societies according to an Islamic socio-
political order (Dehghani Firouzabadi, 2010).
One of the most influential outcomes of the
revolution, both for the West and the Islamic
world, was the revival of Islamic thought

globally, particularly promoting political
Islam (Mohammadi, 1998).

Given its geopolitical and geostrategic
position in West Asia, the Islamic Republic of
Iran has played a pivotal role in regional and
international developments. Notable
examples include scientific and technological
advancements, resistance against global
hegemons, the eight-year Iran-Iraq War,
management of comprehensive Western
sanctions, nuclear crisis management, and the
dissemination of the ideology of resistance.
These achievements have  practically
facilitated the emergence and integration of
several West Asian nations after centuries of
isolation, fostering regional convergence. The
revolution has empowered local populations
to recognize their rights and resist oppression,
sparking Islamic movements across the
region. Moreover, it has shattered the myth of
Western imperial invincibility, restoring
courage and self-confidence among Muslim
communities, particularly in West Asia
(Golshani & Sohrabi, 2014).

Over the past four decades, the most
influential factor shaping Iran’s geopolitical
position and guiding its interactions with
global and regional powers has been the
ideology of the Imams of the Islamic
Revolution, expressed through Shia Islamic
thought. The revolution has served as a
turning point in revitalizing Shia religious
identity and, more broadly, Muslim identity
worldwide, placing Shia Islam at the center of
global political discourse and events
(Parsanian, 1997; Pishgahifard et al., 2015).
Many scholars agree that the revival of
Islamic, particularly Shia, values globally is
rooted in the Iranian Revolution, which
continues to expand. Accordingly, the present
study examines the influence of the defensive-
security thought of the Imams of the Islamic
Revolution on the development and future of
the Resistance Front.

Methodology

Qualitative research encompasses a set of
material-interpretive approaches that make
the world observable. It is also important to
note that, in accordance with the qualitative
methodology, a descriptive-analytical
research method was employed in this study.
This research aims to examine the impact of
the defensive-security thought of the Imams
of the Islamic Revolution on the advancement
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of the Resistance Front. For data collection
and documentation, library and internet-based
sources were utilized.

Results and Discussion

Resistance in the Islamic context extends
beyond political and social groups,
encompassing some states and coalitions of
nations, movements, and organizations that
form a shared axis of resistance (Rashidi et al.,
2013). Following the Islamic Revolution,
Islamic resistance, drawing on the thought
system of Imam Khomeini (r.a.) and Imam
Khamenei, facilitated the emergence of the
Resistance Front in West Asia, centered on the
Islamic Republic of Iran. To achieve its
objectives and align regional nations and
states with the principles of the revolution, the
Resistance Front requires a cohesive and
effective model to manage the complexities of
its environment. Imam Khamenei, as the
Supreme Leader and Commander-in-Chief,
has clarified the multidimensional aspects of
resistance in various speeches, emphasizing
key components: pillars (leaders, states,
nations, unity), guiding principles (ideals,
ideology,  doctrines), driving  factors
(defensive capabilities, internal cohesion),
challenges (foreign influence, internal
discord, tyranny, and imperialism), and goals
(state-building, leadership  development,
sovereignty, deterrence, and reducing foreign
military presence) (Saleh Esfahani et al,
2020).

On 9 May 2017, at the Imam Hussein Military
University, the Supreme Leader explained the
concept of the “Government of Resistance,”
defined as a state that refuses submission to
oppression, maintains a position of strength,
and embodies deterrent power without
pursuing aggression or domination. The
Islamic ~ Revolution  envisions  states
maintaining their territorial sovereignty while
cooperating based on shared Islamic values
and forming a broad Islamic framework for
unity and defense (Isania, 2006). Iran, as the
core state of resistance, aims to expand the
culture of resistance globally, facing
opposition both from adversaries and from the
Western-dominated international order. The
Resistance Front’s cohesion has reached its
strongest point in forty years, countering the
declining influence of U.S. imperialism and
Israeli machinations in the region.

Key actors include state and non-state entities:
Iran as the principal state actor, Hezbollah in
Lebanon, Ansar Allah in Yemen, and Shia
militias in Iraq. These actors, sharing anti-
American and anti-Zionist values, operate
based on Islamic principles, regional identity,
and social legitimacy, challenging the
Western-aligned conservative axis led by
Saudi Arabia and supported by the U.S. and
parts of Europe. Hezbollah has evolved into a
highly influential non-state actor, integrating
social services with political mobilization to
strengthen its legitimacy and regional impact,
with similar roles played by Ansar Allah and
other groups.

Future scenarios for the Resistance Front
(2025-2035) include:

Consolidating regional governance models —
transitioning from a security network to a
regional governance framework,
incorporating economic integration, parallel
financial systems, and joint cybersecurity

capabilities.

Comprehensive deterrence —  extending
deterrence from military to economic,
cultural-media, and biotechnological

domains, leveraging energy, trade, media
networks, and healthcare self-sufficiency.
Technological asymmetry and innovation —
advancing  Al, domestic  cyberspace
infrastructure, and hypersonic/space
technologies to maintain strategic edge.

Key milestones include integrated air defense
and surveillance, formation of an Eastern-
Islamic strategic bloc, and controlled crisis
management to undermine adversaries’
capabilities. Long-term success depends on
sustaining the revolutionary ideological
legacy, deepening strategic alliances, and
preserving unity amid diversity. By 2050, the
Resistance Front aims to become a
transnational power with an integrated
economy, comprehensive deterrence, and a
governance model replicable by liberation
movements globally. This trajectory reflects
the Leaders’ vision not only for territorial
defense but also for establishing a new global
order rooted in resistance principles.

Conclusion

Based on the defense-security thought of
the Leaders of the Revolution, the
emphasis is primarily on an active and
dynamic resistance, making the formation
of the “Resistance Front” a direct product
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of this ideological framework. According
to the Leaders’ vision, the Iranian nation,
through the Islamic Revolution and the
establishment of the Islamic Republic,
chose to join the front of truth against
disbelief and even assumed leadership of
this front. Today, the front of truth
achieves victories in countries such as
Yemen, Libya, and Iraq through Islamic
resistance. The defense-security thought
of the Leaders and the Islamic Revolution
has also inspired the Palestinian
resistance, strengthening its resilience; for
example, during the Al-Agsa Storm
operation, Hamas and other Palestinian
armed groups shattered the perceived
invincibility of the Israeli regime,
targeting over twenty strategic positions.
This resistance, framed by the principles
of self-sacrifice, courage, and
steadfastness, continues in the struggle
against global arrogance until the ultimate
victory of the Resistance Front. The
influence of the Islamic Revolution is
evident in empowering this resistance,
instilling values of devotion, bravery, and
persistence, as demonstrated by the
Yemeni resistance, which successfully
struck European, American, and Israeli
naval forces in the Gulf of Aden, signaling
that any hostile action will be met with
firm retaliation.

The Islamic Revolution thus provides a
model of resistance against global
arrogance, increasingly relevant today, as
global powers fear that resistance
movements may undermine their regional
influence and obstruct their support of
allied states. The Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC), as a symbol of
courage and steadfastness, has played a
pivotal role in the heroic narrative of the
revolution and serves as a model for the
Resistance Front.

Looking forward, under the defense-
security thought of the Leaders, the
Resistance Front is expected to experience
three fundamental transformations:
Transition from hard power to
“civilizational ~ smart power”: By

combining military deterrence, cultural
influence, and economic initiative, the
Resistance Front will evolve into a
sustainable and influential model of
regional governance. This model relies on
“shared empowerment” rather than
domination, drawing strength from a
coordinated network of state and non-state
actors across the Islamic world.
Redefining security from geography to
“civilizational space”: Security will no
longer be limited to protecting territorial
borders but will focus on safeguarding an
independent civilizational domain against
cultural intrusion, economic warfare, and
cognitive attacks. The Resistance Front
will thus function as a living, adaptive
security ecosystem capable of responding
intelligently to threats.

Emergence of a multipolar world order
centered on resistant powers: The end of
the unipolar Western order will not lead to
chaos but to a multipolar system where the
Resistance Front acts as an influential
pole, shaping international dynamics and
designing new rules of engagement. This
status rewards adherence to principles
such as self-reliance, unity, and rejection
of domination.

In conclusion, recent victories of the
Resistance Front against Israel and the
West demonstrate that it has become a
“living  laboratory of  geopolitical
transformation,” proving that it is possible
to confront the world’s most advanced
powers, not merely survive, but also
present a new model of governance,
security, and progress to the world.
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