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In contemporary literature, the use of symbols as a means of
indirectly expressing thoughts, emotions, and stimulating feelings
and ideas-particularly in political and social contexts-has become
remarkably widespread. This approach, which began in the second
half of the nineteenth century, has paved the way for engaging the
reader's mind in the process of reading. Among contemporary poets
who have adeptly utilized this potential is Tamim Al-Barghouti; by
employing religious symbols in his poetry, he has succeeded in
creating new and interpretable imagery. This research adopts a
semiotic analysis approach, gathering data through library research,
and employs a descriptive-analytical method to examine the
symbols in two of Al-Barghouti’s notable poems: "Amir al-
Mu'minin" and "Safinat Nuh". In the first poem, the poet
meticulously uses symbolism to reconstruct the image of Sayyed
Hassan Nasrallah in the form of the "Commander of the Faithful"-
a figure symbolizing steadfastness, wise leadership in the resistance
movement, and Islamic unity. In the second poem, the same figure
i1s represented through the imagery of Noah’s Ark-a symbol
emphasizing his redemptive and salvific role for the Islamic nation.
The findings of this study reveal that Al-Barghouti, through the
systematic use of religious symbols, has been able to articulate
political and social concepts in an artistic and thought-provoking
manner. These symbols not only convey the poet’s messages but
also invite the reader to actively interpret and decode them.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Reliance on ambiguity and allusion is one of
the most prominent features of symbolism, a
literary movement that emphasizes indirect
expression of thoughts and emotions. This
characteristic often produces a sense of
obscurity in works imbued with symbolic
elements, to the extent that some critics have
categorized any ambiguous work as
symbolist. However, the truth is that
symbolism in poetry represents a return to the
art’s original essence, since “poetry, at its
origin and ultimate purpose, avoids direct
description of realities and instead conveys
meaning to the reader through imagery”
(Karam, 1949: 8). Accordingly, symbolism
opposes explicit expression and objective
depiction, favoring ambiguity and suggestion.
This approach allows the poet to address
social and political issues without being
constrained by direct speech or risking
personal repercussions.

Poets have employed various symbols: some
draw on mythological motifs, others on
historical references, while Tamim Al-
Barghouthi, in his two poems Amir al-
Mu’minin and Safinat Nuh, relies primarily on
religious symbols. Thus, this study focuses on
analyzing these religious symbols in his
poetry. In his renowned collection Fi al-Quds,
Al-Barghouthi frequently uses this method,
including in works such as Nathr Mawzun wa
Shi‘r Mansur fi Hadith al-Kisa’ wa Wahdat
al-Ummah and Ibn Maryam, all of which draw
on religious symbolism, reflecting the poet’s
deep interest in expressing truth through
cultural and religious heritage. Symbols serve
as a supreme expressive tool, allowing the
poet to convey thoughts and emotions
artistically, indirectly, and profoundly,
revealing truths that cannot be expressed
directly.

Poets employ symbols to stimulate reflection,
embed their ideas in the audience’s mind, or
protect their views from oppressive
authorities, particularly in societies dominated
by tyranny. Religious and cultural symbols are
also a primary source of inspiration,
connecting people to their heritage and
reviving hope through the memory of a
glorious past (Mahmudi & Maqdisi, 1442 AH:
264). Al-Barghouthi, by invoking figures such

as Amir al-Mu’minin, defends the rights of all
believers and encourages resistance against
those who threaten religion and life, aligning
his literary work with the ideals of his
community. Similarly, he presents figures like
Sayyid Hasan Nasrallah as symbols of Arab
and Islamic dignity and resilience. His poetry,
therefore, intertwines personal experience
with a network of symbols, achieving
profound internal and semantic cohesion, and
exemplifies literature’s capacity to foster
awareness, resistance, and resilience.

Methodology

The present study, adopting a semiotic
analytical approach and collecting data
through library research, utilizes a
descriptive-analytical method to examine the
symbols in two prominent poems by Al-
Barghouthi, entitled Amir al-Mu’minin and
Safinat Nuh.

Results and Discussion

Symbolism emerged in the late nineteenth
century as a reaction to the dominance of
realism, naturalism, and romanticism,
particularly in French literature. Writers,
seeking to convey emotions and ideas beyond
literal description, turned to symbols as a
means of expressing complex inner
experiences. Symbols allowed them to
communicate nuances of thought and feeling
that conventional language could not capture.
As Kendy (2003) notes, symbolic imagery
provides conciseness and full communication,
enabling the audience to engage with the
artist’s emotional and psychological depths.
Symbolism, therefore, emphasizes
indirectness, reflection, and interpretive
participation, inviting readers to uncover the
hidden meanings behind the work (Fetouh
Ahmad, 1984).

Different types of symbols-mythological,
folkloric, religious, historical, and natural-
serve distinct literary purposes. Mythological
symbols reference ancient traditions, while
folkloric symbols draw from popular legends
and tales. Religious symbols, deeply rooted in
Arab culture, are particularly effective in
connecting events and emotions to shared
spiritual frameworks (Abu Rutaybah, 2016).
Symbols are inherently ambiguous and
multilayered, allowing poets to leave
interpretation open to readers, creating an
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interactive literary experience. Symbolism
reflects an idealistic, subjective vision of the
world, conveying truths through suggestive
language, sound, and structure rather than
direct description (Al-Ghouj, 1984).
Symbolism in contemporary poetry often
carries social, political, and spiritual
significance.  Poets employ religious,
historical, and natural symbols to
communicate moral and cultural continuity,
evoke reflection, and inspire action. In the
poem Amir al-Mu’minin, for instance,
symbols such as darkness and power outages
signify oppression, while a hand reaching
from fourteen centuries past represents
leadership, justice, and spiritual heritage.
Horses symbolize movement and jihad, and
the imagery of a vine growing around a
missile illustrates the triumph of faith and
moral strength over material power. Symbols
of leaders, such as the black turban or
references to the Prophet’s family, convey
guidance, trust, and the continuity of righteous
leadership.

Through these symbolic devices, the poet
creates a layered narrative linking historical
memory, contemporary events, and spiritual
belief. The collapse of the enemy,
exclamations of divine victory, and imagery
of new generations mastering fate emphasize
hope, resilience, and ultimate justice.
Symbolism thus functions as more than
aesthetic embellishment; it serves as a
medium for emotional, cognitive, cultural,
and political resonance, allowing the audience
to engage deeply with the text while reflecting
on shared values, history, and spiritual ideals.
This interplay of symbols and meaning
highlights the enduring relevance and power
of symbolism in literature.

Conclusion
The examination of symbols and literary-
historical analyses in Tamim al-Barghouthi’s

ode demonstrates the prominent and
influential role of religious and natural
symbols in conveying political and resistance
messages. The results of a detailed study of
this work can be summarized in the following
points:

Tamim al-Barghouthi’s ode is a prominent
example of resistance literature, which,
through the use of religious and historical
symbols, effectively represents the leadership
of Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah and the resistance
axis in a compelling and attractive manner.
The poet, by extensively employing religious,
historical, and natural symbols such as Hadith
al-Kisa, Noah’s Ark, the wind, wheat, and the
sea, has created a profound and impactful
image of resistance and religious leadership,
carrying significant meaning for Muslim
audiences. At the same time, these symbols
convey powerful messages of perseverance,
hope, and victory to political and social
audiences.

References to the Prophet’s family and the
association of Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah with
Imam Ali (AS) and Fatimah Zahra (AS)
effectively emphasize the religious and
spiritual  legitimacy of the resistance
leadership and reinforce the audience’s belief
in the necessity of supporting this axis.

The use of Hadith al-Kisa and the story of
Noah as symbols of purity, guidance, and
salvation strengthens political messages
within a religious framework.

The employment of natural symbols such as
wind, sea, and wheat evokes feelings of hope
and resilience in the audience.

Beyond its literary value, this type of poetry
plays an important role in reinforcing the
identity of resistance and fostering social
cohesion.
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