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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract
The story of the Thorn and the Clove can be called a historical book
PP: 41-64 in which the author seeks to present a close and realistic picture of
the various aspects of the life of the Palestinian people at the time
g;eayrot'llcrlgz‘l’:lclzzo scanandread | of the narrative, economic, cultural, social life and most
importantly the picture of the struggle and resistance of the
Palestinians against the occupation, a struggle that, with the Gaza
[=]% 2 =] Strip as the central point of the narrative, like history, has witnessed
many ups and downs, but never stops. Understanding the realism
of the work, which is narrated in the language of one of the senior
[=]% resistance commanders in Palestine, this article attempts to explain
the evolution of the resistance in Palestine from the perspective of
a Palestinian in the field for readers, relying on the method of
description and analysis, and to explain the factors affecting the
changing process of the struggle. Based on this research and
considering the author's way of portraying and characterizing,
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?{?.;23 :g“‘"y’ struggle and resistance are the only solution to the Palestinian issue,
13 AP 2025 and compromise and negotiation are issues that Sinwar challenges
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7% SE 2005 in his narrative. From his point of view, the struggle of the people

over the decades has not followed a linear path under the influence
of various factors, but has undergone ups and downs due to internal
and external conditions. Among the most important factors
influencing this process are the existence of various currents and
movements in Palestine, the type and extent of their interaction
with each other and the regime, increasing political awareness and
improving the intellectual foundations of the general public, the
regime's actions and its political developments, and regional and
global developments.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Palestine, located at the crossroads of Asia,
Africa, and Europe, is the birthplace of the
Abrahamic religions-Christianity, Judaism,
and Islam-and has historically been a target of
numerous invasions, including four Crusades.
Prior to 1917 and the Balfour Declaration,
which facilitated Jewish migration to
Palestine, the region was under British
colonial rule, following centuries of Ottoman
governance. Arab inhabitants, driven by
nationalist sentiment, sought to liberate
themselves from Ottoman control and
engaged local leaders, including the ruler of
Mecca, in negotiations with Britain. After the
Ottoman Empire’s collapse, Britain, with
French support, implemented plans to divide
Ottoman territories, placing Palestine under
British mandate. By 1948, Britain withdrew
from Palestine, leaving the issue to the
international community. At that time, the
population balance shifted drastically: Jewish
inhabitants increased from 50,000 to over
650,000, while Arabs numbered 180,000,
allowing Zionists to dominate much of the
land. Immediately upon Britain’s exit, Israel
declared independence, quickly recognized by
the United States, marking the first
agreements with the new state. Historical
analysis indicates that the establishment of
Israel and the displacement of Palestinians
were not solely the result of the 1947 UN
partition plan, but part of a long-standing
colonial strategy led by Britain, aligned with
global Zionist ambitions.  Subsequent
conflicts, including the 1956 Sinai campaign,
the 1967 Six-Day War, and the 1973 Yom
Kippur War, further shaped the trajectory of
Palestinian displacement, regional politics,
and the rise of resistance movements. The
Oslo Accords of 1993 established limited
Palestinian self-rule, but uprisings, including
the second Intifada in 2000, reflected ongoing
struggles for sovereignty. Despite extensive
historical documentation, there is a lack of
firsthand accounts by Palestinian leaders
directly involved in the resistance. Yahya
Sinwar, a prominent Hamas leader, offers
such a perspective in his book The Thorn and
the Carnation, a realist novel depicting the
political, social, and cultural life of
Palestinians, particularly in Gaza. Through

narrative and  character  development,
Sinwar’s work illustrates the persistence of
Palestinian resistance, the challenges of life
under occupation, and the diverse ideological
currents within Palestinian society, providing
a unique, immersive view of Palestine’s
contemporary history.

Methodology

This study is descriptive-analytical in nature
and focuses on Yahya Sinwar’s novel Thorn
and Carnation. It analyzes the content of the
work based on the plot structure and the
manner in which events in Palestine are
depicted, and, where necessary, compares
them with historical sources. Data for this
research are collected using a library-based
approach through systematic study of both
print and digital sources. The collected data
are then analyzed using content analysis with
an interpretive approach.

Results and Discussion

Senwar’s work portrays the Palestinian
struggle from 1967 to 2004, reflecting both
the hardships and resilience of the people. The
title of his novel, interpreted symbolically,
contrasts “thorn and carnation” to convey that
resistance involves both struggle and hope:
thorns represent hardship, destruction, and
war, while flowers signify dignity, resilience,
and the eventual flourishing of life. The
narrative is framed through Ahmed, a young
boy witnessing events firsthand, yet the story
often highlights another central figure,
Ibrahim, who can be seen as a representation
of Senwar himself. Ahmed’s understanding of
the world is shaped by conflict, resistance, and
social interactions. The story begins with the
aftermath of the 1967 Arab-Israeli war, where
Israel occupied Palestinian territories along
with parts of Syria and Egypt. Senwar
illustrates the difficult living conditions under
occupation,  portraying  the  gradual
development of collective resistance in Gaza.
Ordinary citizens, even those initially
indifferent, are drawn into acts of defiance.
Resistance permeates daily life, influencing
children’s games and social interactions,
demonstrating its societal depth. Senwar
highlights the roles of various Palestinian
political movements. Fatah, as the oldest and
most organized, initially combined military
and social activities and gained wide support,
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particularly after Jordan’s success in the
Battle of Karameh. The Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine focused on social and
political activism and sought unity among
leftist factions. Islamist movements, including
Hamas and Islamic Jihad, emerged from
religious communities, emphasizing the
struggle as an Islamic cause and prioritizing
armed resistance over negotiation. These
ideological differences often led to internal
conflicts, impacting the broader struggle for
Palestinian liberation. The narrative also
stresses the threat posed by collaborators and
internal spies working for Israeli intelligence.
Senwar illustrates how these agents
undermined the resistance, using economic
incentives, corruption, and coercion to recruit
Palestinians. The community’s awareness and
proactive measures against infiltrators reflect
both vigilance and growing political
consciousness. Finally, the book emphasizes
the role of education, dialogue, and political
debate in developing societal awareness.
Universities, student unions, and even prison
discussions fostered intellectual engagement,
enhancing collective understanding of
resistance and  reinforcing communal
cohesion. Regional events, particularly Arab
countries’ interactions and conflicts, further
shaped the trajectory of Palestinian
movements. In sum, Senwar presents a
comprehensive portrayal of the Palestinian
struggle, highlighting resilience, ideological
diversity, internal challenges, and the
interplay between social, political, and
military dimensions of resistance.

Conclusion

The narrative of Thorn and Carnation by
Yahya Sinwar serves as his literary
historiography, depicting the events of

Palestine and the lives of its people-
particularly those in the Gaza Strip-from
multiple dimensions. The story’s narrator is a
five-year-old child who grows up amid the
unfolding conflicts, transforming from an
indifferent individual into a committed
fighter. However, Sinwar’s own persona is not
reflected in the narrator but rather in the
character of the narrator’s cousin, Ibrahim-a
self-made and militant figure whose behavior,
thoughts, and even his name and epithet
reinforce this resemblance. Sinwar’s ideology
is, in fact, embodied in the character of
Ibrahim. Through actions and narrative
structure, the storyteller endeavors to portray
the ups and downs of the Palestinian struggle
while maintaining a fair and balanced view of
the various circumstances and perspectives
within Palestine. By employing dialogue
among characters, as well as the sequence of
events and their interactions, the author seeks
to demonstrate the wvalidity or fallacy of
different beliefs and ideologies in practice.
This comprehensive and nuanced approach-
free from exaggeration, glorification, or one-
sidedness-illustrates both the victories and the
failures of the Palestinian people, subtly
identifying the underlying causes of setbacks
and the sources of strength within the story’s
fabric. The plot and conclusion lead the reader
to realize that the Palestinian issue can only be
resolved through resistance and jihad, while
reconciliation and peace are portrayed as
artificial and  unrealistic  constructs.
Furthermore, the lack of unity and cohesion
among Palestinian factions is presented as one
of the most significant factors undermining
the Palestinian cause.
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